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| conſpire i in the Commiſſion of; Wi 
"Tis deemed a groſs Pollution 


Lawyer's Advice 
T - THE 


DEVIL 's AGENTS; 


LBEIT Men are apt to diſagree i in 


A the. Performance of,Holy -Duties, 


and every one adheres firmly to _ 
\that Way, which.in bown Fpoon ſeems 
beſt: 3.yet they can very. rea lay. alide 
all terms of diſtinction, and un 


norant Zealots, to joyn with thoſe TE | 
rent Tenents in the Worſhip of God 5 but 


they ſhall ſcarce make any Scruple to joyn 4 
_ them in-Drunkennefs, and other - 


of Intemperance 3 and then, as they-yal 
oy fanfie, make MIT" for] inby c 
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avg forth into paitionate __ putations about 
Religion, and magnitying that, whichthey 
profeſs, above all others in the whole Uni- 
Te whillt, poor deluded Creatures, they 
are ating quite contrary to the Rules of 


that ASIgPn,, they pretend to ſpeak fo. 


highly, ni/Commendatiar pf : which. may 
ſerve to 4544S us of the great depravity 


of our Natures, and the abſolute com- 


mand _ Devil bears over our Faculties 


andPo s, Aphien We'are lo fe ye 
ends oY 6 Vie be and e {o 1:90, OY 


3mna- 
Ue Didates, and engage in his vile Serier, 
[ard be ſuch forward and ambitions P 
— inthe Unfruitfil Works of 5b 
fhe 


-we (peedily'1 renovnce thei; and inftead of 

delightingin, and:praftifing of them, atid 
'buifding 'them©up; deteſt them,” and 
pe PUSeavoirs to pull them down 
-arid deftioy. them. ' And therefore *tis mine 


Intent'to try if I can' write ſomewhat that / 


may tend to their DeſtruQon, which I 
propoſe to'do by confidering, _ 


Firſfl, What the Unfruitful Works of 


Patkne are. Sh 


. 1; 
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 -* -» Secondly, That we are not to converſe 
| with thoſe that we know to be guilty of 
them, unleſs it be in order to their Conyer- 
fion and Amendment. 
| Thirdly, That'tis the Duty of all, tho' 
\ chiefly of Miniſters, earneſtly to endea- 
your their Abolition, by a continual re- 
proving of them. _ 
- All thoſe Sins that are forbidden in the 
Goſpel, as unbecoming the pure Profeſſors 
thereof, and dazling the luſtre of their 
Profeflion, which ſhould ſhine forth, arid 
illuminate thoſe that live in the obſcure 
parts of the Earth, without the knowledge 
of God, and help to guide them to the true 
knowledge and Worſhip of him, may be 
_ properly called the Works of Darkneſs; 
becauſe they were the continual PraQice of 
thoſe wicked Gentiles, that walked in the 
Vanity of their Minds, and had their Un- 
derſtandings darkened, and were alienated 
( from the Life of God, through the Igno- 
rance that was in them, becauſe of the 
blindneſs of their Hearts, which were paſt 
feeling, and dark'ned, and they were un- 
willing to retain the Knowledge of God 
and his Laws any longer, and began to a- 
A 4 bound 
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: And even as they did not like to re- 
tain God in-their knowledge, ſo he, in his 


juſt Anger, gave them oyer to. a Repro; 
 bateMind, & 5a ox4puoy vs yg, toa Mind void 
of Judgment, lo that they were filled with 


{ all Unrighteouſneſs, and involved.in the : | 


Unfruirful Works of Darkneſs; of which 
you have a Catalogue in the firſt Chapter 
of the Epiſtle to the Romans,from the 29th 
Verſe, to the end: of the Chapter, which 
are theſe, . Unrj obteowſneſs, Fornication, 
 Witkedneſs, tonne Maliciouſu: ſs, Envy, 
; Horde, Debate, Deceity \Malignity, W bs 
ing, Backbiting g, Hating of God," De- 
| obifolabſ, Pride, Boaſting, Inventing of 
evil 1 bings, Diſobedience to Parents, Being 
without Underſtanding, Covenant-breaking, 
Want of Natural Afﬀedtion, Implacableneſe, 
_ Dnmerciſulneſs, and which is the higheſt 
Aggrtavation of theſe, and if there are any 
other ſuch like Works of Darknek, beſides 
thedoing of them, the taking pleaſure inthe 
Ay But why are theſe Works 
called Unfruittul > Evil Works have fruit, 
as well as god ones;: but here lies the dif- 
ſexence, be that does good works, labours 


i, | for 


Iterttode towards * 


for himſelf; and reaps the truit of thetns. 
but he that does evil works, laboursnotfor 
himſelf, but for the Devil, and he reaps the 
fruit of them. and therefore 'they are faid 
| to be. unfruitful to. the Perſon” that does 
\ + them, becauſe/not he, but che Devil. has 
"the fruit of themz and he will pay him his 
wages, which will be everlaſting Torments 
in that dreadful place, where the Worm 
that gnaws upon the Conſcience, never 
dies, and the fire is not quenched, 1a." the 
laſt Chapter, at the laſt Verſe. The Con- 
fideration of whieh ' ſad effect. of theſe 
Works of DarkneG brings me tortheſecond 
+ part of my Diſcourſe, to wit, 
That we are not to converſe with thoſe 
we know to be-guilty of them; unleſs it 
be in-order to their Converſion and: Amend- 
Ment. "IL v2; 
Firſt, Becauſe-we were ſometymes Dark- 
neſs, but now' are we Light iFthe Lord, 
, and know that 'tis the Will of Godin Chrift 
eſus concerning us, that: we walk circum- 
;fpe&ly, and keep our ſelves asfree; -as.pol- 
| - {ibly we can, from all manner of Pollati- 
ons, 'and endeavour both to know aid do 
what is acceptable and well-plealingto ws 


Fe 
1 


IO 
which we cannot do, if we converſe with 
the Wicked 3-I mean by converling, bear- 
ing a part with them in the aQts of wicked- 
deg and running to the ſameexceſs of Riot, 
that they may not ſpeak evil of us, as Sin- 
ners frequently do of thoſe that decline their | 
evil Converſation, and will not be their” 
Companions in fin, 1 Pet. 4. 3,4, 5- For 


#be time paſt of onr Life may ſuffice #5 to have 


wrought the Will of the Gentiles, when we 
walked in Laſciviouſneſs, Luſts, Exceſs of 
Wine, Revellings, Banqueting, and abomi- 
nable Idolatries. . Wherein they think, it 
ſtrange, that ye run not with them to the ſame 
exceſs of Riot, ſpeaking evil of you : Who" 
ſhall give account to himthat is ready to judge 
the Duickand the Dead, And what is more 
common-than for a Company of Drunk- 
ards, which perhaps, in politer Language, 
call them(elves, 4 Merry Society, to up- 


braid one that ſhall refuſe to go to one of 
'the Houſes of Intemperance with them, 


with the reproachful Terms of being an 
Avaricious Perſon, and one pofleſſed with 
a Spirit of Covetouſneſs in an intenſe De- 


.gree 3 and that *tis not out of any diſlike or 
; averſion to the thing, becauſe he thinks-it 
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* to the Devil's Agents. aux 
a Sin, that he refuſes to go with them; bun 
becauſe he js loth to part with that, which, 
according to their raſh and unadviſed Sen- 
'timents, he looks upon as an ineſtimable 
Treaſure, and not lightly to be parted 
+ , with, his Money. And thus with vain and 
 -uncharitable Arguments drawn from 
groundleſs ſuppolitions, and mixed with a . 
few deriſive Expreſſions, they ſtrengthen 
and confirm themſelves in their ſinful Pra- 
Ctices, and as brisk Agents for Hell, endea- 
| Vvour, asmuch as in them lies, to bring o- 
' thers into them alſo. But ſuppoſe'this per- 
| , fon thus under Derifion, becauſe he reſiſts 
i "theſe Solicitations to Vice, ſtould be ad- 
| difted to Covetouſneſs, it cannot properly 
be ſaid to bethat. which keeps him from this 
Sin, neither can he -in the leaſt be ſaid to 
be puilty of it, by abſtaining from it ; for 
\ he only is the Covetous Man, who, when 
it is his part to receive, receives more than 
* he ought; and when it is his part'to dif- 
burſe,'disburſesleſs than he ought 3 and de- 
| - firesthat, which of right belotigs not unto 
| "him; and thtough Oppreſfion and tnjuftice - 
| *ericreaſes his Subſtance ; and not he that 
refuſes to waſte- what is juſtly co” bo 
faked, nu 


# 


E 
finful. Extravagancies. And as we ought 
not to ſpeak or think. evilly of, or envy 
thoſe that by their honeſt Induſtry, and re- 
fraining the waſtful Converſation of the 

Ungodly, improve what they have 3 butto |} 
praiſe and. commend them, and endeavour / 
to imitate them ; fo neither ought we to 
envy thoſe that enrich themſelves by Op- 
preſſion, or chooſe any of their ways,- as 

the Wiſe Man ſays, Prov. 3. 31. Ezvy thou 
rot the Oppreſſor, and chooſe none of his ways. 
And here thoſe evil-minded People, that 
are apt-to.envy their Neighbours, becauſe | 
they live in. better Reputation, and grow 
richer than they, may ſee their Folly and 
Sin in-diſobeying God's Command. For 
ft - they get them fairly aud: juſtly, they are 
the Bleſſings of God, and *is his Pleaſure 
they ſhould have them, becauſe he knows 
if they. will imploy them to a good ule 3 
and he that is angry, and through envy re- 
-pinesatthis, repines at the Mercies of God, | 
and. is.in effect angry with God, , tho' he | 
may level his Anger only.at che Man enviegd, 
-and. vainly.think it terminates.in him, be- 
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«cauſe he,gives Riches and: Honour to-that 
\Perſop,.;which be is yawillpg-ſhould hay* 


them 3; 
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them 5. as if he knew better how- to be- 
ſtow God's Gifts,than he himſelf does ; and 
this is no-ſmall RefleQion, tho' perhaps he 
thinks not of it, upon God's Omnilcience, 
and by conſequence a moſt heinous Sin. And 
4 on the other fide, if they get them through 
Diſhoneſty and Injuſtice, we are under the 
like Obligation not toenvy them 3 for tha? 
God may ſuffer them to flouriſh fora while, 
yet when he ſees fit, he can ſoon (top their 
ſinful Progreſs, either by extending his 
pardonipg and preventing Grace, if they 
reform, and ſincerely ask for it, or by ex- 
4 erting his Power and Juſtice, if they per- 
ſevere and continue obſtinate in their wick- 
ednels, and caſting them down into Deſtrus- 
ion. And the thoughts of this ſoon 
made the Prophet David underſtand his 
errour in envying the Proſperity of the 
Wicked, when he went into the SanQtuary 
to know the reaſon of it, Pſal. 73. 16, 17, 
18, 19. v. When I thought to know this, it 
was too painful for me. Ontil I went into 
the SanGuary of God, then underſtood I their 
end. Surely thou didſt ſet them in ſlippery 
places, thou caſtedſi them down into Deſtru- 
Fion. How are they bronght into Deſolation 
as 
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as in a moment £ They are utterly conſumed 
with terrours, And moreover, a Man can- 
not envy others, without vexing and dif- 
quieting himſelf, he carries a Tormentour 
In his own Breaſt; and therefore the Holy | 
Spirit of God fo ſeverely declaims againlt # 
this Sin in Sacred Writ, becauſe he would 
not have Men (o footifhly finfu}, as to ati& 
and puniſh themſelves,: Prov. 24. 19, 20, 
Fret not thy ſelf becauſe of evil men, neither 
be thou envious at the wicked. For there ſhall 
be no reward to the evil Man, the candle of 
the wicked ſhall be put out. ANTS  þ 
Secondly, We muſt not converſe with + | 
the Wicked, becauſe we ſhall not only de- 
file our ſelves, and help to ſtrengthen and 
confirm them in their ungodly Courles, but 
entice others by our evil Examples todos 
the like ; for evil Examples will be ſooner | 
Initated (if we may credit daily experi- /\ 
ence) than good ones, eſpecially amongſt. 
ſuch People, as this Prophane Ageaboundz ' 
with, which have naturally fo ſtrong a 
Fendency and Inclination to wickedneſs. 
For if ever we had occaſion to take up the 
Prophet Hoſea's Complaint, Chap.4. Ver.2: 
Now is the time, for by Swearing, and Lying; 


and | 


find there are, as in times paſt, - Am 
K3CGT. ana 


10 the Devil's Apents. "16 | 
and Killing, and Stealing, and committing 
Adultery, they break out, and Blood touches 
Blood. The word in the Original for Blood, 
1s ſpoken plurally £2991 Bloods, to expreſs 


'the great quantity that was ſpilt. And 
' 'What was the cauſe of-all this Blood-ſhed, 


but the Sin of the People ? And has there 
not been of late, and is there not ftill, a 
great deal of Blood ſpilt amongſt us that 
call our ſelves Chriſtians, from the ſame 
cauſe, when ſuch Multitudes fall by the 
Sword 2 Which we reportonly as matter 
of News, little conſidering that our wick- 


| ednefſs is partly the occaſion of their vio- 


lent and fanguinary Deaths, and that fo far 
as we by our Sins have been acceſlary to 
their Deaths, ſo far, without a ſpeedy and 
ſincere asking of Pardon and Forgivenels, 
we ſhall be obliged to: anſwer for them. 
And how can we ever expect, that God 


ſhould bleſsour Forces with Succeſs abroad), 


if we lie thus ſhamefully wallowing in wick- 
edneſs at home? But we are fo fooliſhly 
favourable to our ſelves, as to overlook 


'this, and attribute theſe Wars and Com- 
motions to other Cauſes; we know, and 


[+ Sad ME... Prigces and Potentates« in 
* | the World; and we fanlic they are the fole 
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Cauſes of them, to fatisfie their Ambition, 
In enlarging their Domigions, and rendring 


themſclves more abſolute. 'Tis true, they | 
are the Cauſe of Wars and Devaſtation 30 


but 'tis only the Inſtrumental, not the Et- 
ficient Cauſe, that is Sin. 'Wicked and 
Ambitious Princes and Rulers are the _In- 
ſtruments of doing miſchief, and making 
confuſioniin the Earth, but 'tis the fin of 
the People, as well as their own, that, ſets 
them on Work. For God ſuffers wicked 
men to bear Rule, that they may declare4 
themſelves Enemies to the Inhabitants. af 
the Earth, and puniſh them for their-Inj- 
quity. And whenſoever a potent Enemy 
or Enemies begin to diſturb the Peace-and 
Tranquillity of a Kingdom, or Common- 

wealth, they may aſſure themſelves, what- 


M—__ tut... 


_ A —— 


ever other Reaſons they may, imagine there,| 


are for it, that their ways are not plealing 
toGod, For if they were, be would force 
them to be at Peace withthem, Prov. 16. 7. 
When a Man's ways pleaſe the Lord, be. makgs 


even his Enemies to be at Peace with are. 
God draws ſuch a Line of defence' abqhe 
| 80 
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good Men, that, liye jn his Fear and Ser» 
| vice, that their-moſt inveterate Enemies 
have not power-to hurt them, -1 Pet. 3. 13. 
And who is be that will harms you, if ye be 
followers of that,whichis good £ But wicked. 
| Men lieopen tothe Wrati of .God, andthe, 
fury and+malice of their Adverſaries, and 
muſt never expe& any real peace and com= 
fort, unleſs they return from the errour of 
their ways, if the Scripture be true; for 


God ſays plainly, there they fhail have na! 


peace, 1ſatah the 57th.at the two lalt Verfes, 
But the wicked are like the troubled Sea, when 
it cannot reſt, whoſe Waters caſt up mire and. 
dirt, There is no peace, ſays my God, to the 
wicked. | And hence we may learn theRea- 
fon why we can't.enjoy Peace, "tis becauſe: 
we don't ſeck it in tteright way, we dont 
ſeck it in Righteouſneſs: for 'ts not a great. 
number of Men with Swords and Spears 


that can procure it, without itz andifever. 


' we would have our Nation exalted, 1t muſt 
be by Righteouſneſs, Prov. 14. 34. Righ- 
zeouſneſs exalts a Nation, but Sin is.a Re- 
proach to any people. And what pleaſure 
and jatisfaction can a conlidering perſon, 


take in going in Company, or Converting . 
; B 


with 
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' with the workers of Injquity, and walking 


with wicked Men, whoſe very Actions car- 
ry ſo much ſhame and reproach in them? 
What does it avail any one to be accounted 
abrick Man, and of a pleaſant Converſati- 
on amongſt his airy and injudicious fellow- + 
ſinners, and fo have their Friendſhip and 
Commendation; when in the mean time 
he does that which is hateful to God, and 
provokes hisanger, the effec of which will 
be his utter overthrow, and the confuſion 
of his own Face? Jer. 7. 19. Do they pro- 
woke me to anger, ſays the Lord? Do they 
not provoke themſelves tothe confuſton of their . 
owe Faces * But you'll ſay, the World is 
very full of wicked people, and therefore 
you mult needs converie with them, unleſs 
you go gut of the Worid. Trueitis, you 
muſt needs converte with them 1n a civil 
way of Commerce, and Offices of kind- 
neſs, and to endeavour the reforming of 

them.z and ſuch a Converſation the Holy ' 
Menof former Ages have been forced to 
have with the wicked, by living amongſt 
them, tho? much to their grief and Vexa- 
tion, as righteous Lot was vexed from day 
to day with the ungodly doings of the fil- 
thy 


\ 26 the Devihs Agents. 19 
thy Sodomites. And the Frophet David 
laments it as his great Unhappinets, that he 


was forced to live amongſt ungodly Men, 
Pſa). 120.5. Wo is me thit I fjourn in Me» 


ſech; that 1 dwell in the Tents of Kedar, 
As if he ſhould have ſaid, I am forry that 
this place, which I ſought to dwell in, ho» 
ping it had beena god!y place, ſhould,con- 
trary to my Expettation, and to my grief, 
be ſo ungodly, and that the Works of 
Darkneſs ſhould ſo much abound here, as 
the ſignification 'of the words Meſech and 
Kedar ſeems to devote unto us; for by. 
Mefſech, which ſignifies enther ſeeking, or 
prolonging, 1s'to be underſtood a People 
of Arabia that ſprang of Japher, Gen.10.2. 
where it appears, that Meſech was one of 
Faphet's Sons 3 and by Kedar, which fig- 
nifies blackneſs or datknefs, 1s to be under- 
ſtood the Iſhmacliites, for Kedar is reckon'd 
, among the Sohs of. Iſhmael, Ger. 25. 13, 
And theſe were the wicked [ſraelztes that 
had degenerated from their pious Anceſgors,, 
and made continual Oppoſitions againſt 
' thoſe that were faithfa}, and endeavoured 
to retain the Piety and Integrity of their. 
Juſt and Godly Parents, as you may ſee at 

B 2 the 
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the laſt Verſe of this Plalm, 1 feek Peace, 
and when I ſp:ak thereof, the; are bent to 
War. But, tho' this muſt be granted as 
true, yet | hope we are not under a necel- 
ſity of joyning with them in their wicked- 
neſs; we may continue in the World, and 
live amongſt them, without that, and muſt, 
if we will imitate thoſe Worthies that are 
now 1n the glorious Regions of eternal 
Happineſs, as the Holy Plalmiſt, who would 
not (utter a deceitful perſon to dwell with- 
in his Houſe,nor a Lyar to tarry in his fight. 
And the Patriarch Jacob, that would not 


come 1nto the Secrets of Ungodlinck, or” 


connive atit, tho 1n his own cons, asin the 
caſe of Simeon and Levi, who had defiled 
themſelves with Blood, by killing a Man 
in their anger, but paſli »nately crys out, F- 
ſeruments of cruelty arcin their Habitations; ; 
asit is in the Zzgl:ſh Tranſl ition: but accord- 
ing to the Hebr:w, : ©G19M2D DAN 17D 
Inſtruments of Violenceare in their Cove- 
nants, Treaties, ox Afſemblies 3 unleſs we 
chooſe rather to follow. R. Saloxe his Expli- 
cation of the word MN2D who makes it to 


ſignifie Swords 3, thea we mult read it thus, 


I 


Their Swords are Weapons of wrong, or - 
violence. ' 


to the Devihs Agents. 21 
violence, :O wy Soul, come not thox into 
their Secret, unto their Aſſembly mine honour 
be not thou united ; for in their anger they 
flew a Man, and in their felf-will they ood 
down) a wall Curſed be their anger, for it 
was fierce, and their wrath, for it was cruel x 
Pl divide them in Jacob, and ſcatter them in 
I{rael, Gen. 49. 5, 6, 7.' And one would 
think you ſhould ſeek your own good fo 
tar, as io endeavour, in imitation of theſe 
pious Men, to refrain the Society of the 
wicked ; burtleſt you ſhould not,[llenforce 
It with the command of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 
5. Il, But now I have written unto you not 
to keep Company; if any Man that is called a 
Brother, (as all Chriftjans"are, and ought 
to live as Brethren) be a Fornicator, or Co- 
vetows, or an Idolater, or a Railer, or a 
Drunkard, or an Extortioner, with ſuch an 
one, no, not to eat. Except it be for the 
ſame end that our Saviour d1d eat with 
Publicans and Sinners, that 1s, 1n order to 
their Converſion and Amendment, and to 
have an opportunity of reproving of them, 
and contributing as much as you can to- 
wards deſtroying the unprofitable Works 


ot Darkneſs, which is the Duty of all, tho? 


B 3 chiefly 
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chiefly of Miniſters, as I am now to 
prove. Xt 
'Tis not enough for us to abſtain from 
ſin our ſelves, and. thence take occalton to 
pride our felvesin our own Righteouſneſs, 
and boaſt of it, and deride the Failings of 
others; but we muſt uſe our utmoſt En- * 
deavours to keep others out of {in alſo, by 
a friendly and compaſſionate rebuking of 
them, whenſoever we fee them like to fall 
under Temptation, according to the expreſs 
command of God, Lev. 19. x7. 4 hou ſhalt 
not bate thy Brother in thy heart 5 thou ſhait 
in any wiſe rebuke thy Neighbour, and not 
ſaffer [in upon b1m4,".or 35 the Original words, 
«NON 19y xwOI"829 more properly (ig- 
nite, That thou bear not fin for him, or 
againlt him. 80 that we may (ce we can- 
not withhold reproot trom Offenders, with- 
Out being guilty of bearing fin againſt them, 
and breaking God's Command. And kere- 
upon St. Jace in{truds us how we ſhould 
do it, 1n the 22d: and 23d. Verſes of his 
Epiſtle, to wit, by making a difference, and 
calmly periwading the more ignorant and 
flexible Sinners, that will hearken to one 
reaſoning with them for their own good, 


implied 
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implied in thoſe Words, And of ſozre have 
compajſion: But to the more brutiſh andob- 
{tinate offenders, that deſpiſe calm and 
friendly Reproots and AJmonitions, you 
muſt uſe Arguments, that have ſomewhat 
of terrour mixed with them, and try if you 
can fear and affright them out of their wick- 
edneſs, and then keep them from falling 
into it again, by a ptous ſeverity, implied 
in thole words, Ard others ſave with fear, 
pulling thens out of the fire. That 1s, pulling 
themout of Sin, which is Metaphorically and 
eventually called Fire, becauſe 1t will as 
certainly conſume and deſtroy the Soul 
(tho' for the preſent we may not be ſenſt- 
ble of it) as the Fire would the Body, if it 
were calt intoit. And thus far private - 
Men are obliged to reprove Sinners ; as for 
Magiſtrates, and Men in Authority, they 
are obliged to go farther, andif theſe Me- 
thods will not do, inflict puniſhment upon 
them 3 for they are the Miniſters of God, 
and Revengersroexecute Wrath upon them 
that do evil, Rom. 13.4. And tis recotd- 
ed to- that good Governour Joſiab's Praiſe, 
that he forced the Tſraelites to ſerve ' the 
Lord, 2 Chron. 24. at the two laſt Verſes, 


'B4 And 


mem 
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| And Jouar t90k aw2y ail the. Abominations 


out of al! the Countries that pertaired to the 
Ghildren of ifrael, and mide' all that were 


preſent in liracl to fjerve, even to ſerve the 


{ord their God. And all kis Days. they der 

wted not ſroa following the Lord the God 
of their Fathirs, And. ſuch puniſhment 
would not on'y be a means of re{training 
the! Offenders, ou whom 1t 15 inflicted, 
but of making Gthers alſo be ware of oftend- 
0g; for, Smite a Scorner, ({ays Solomon) 
pi the Simple will beware, Prov. 19. 25; 
And if the. puniſhment that the Law ap- 
points for obſtinate and notorious Gitend- 
ers, {uch as prophane Swearers, Drunkards, 
Adulterers,, Thizvcs, and the like; was du 
Iy, and impartially in{li&ed, ſuch horrid 
Crimes,and Offences would not befo com- 
mon amonglt us, as to.the ſhame of our 
Profeſiion 'of Chriſtianity, which moſt ſe- 
verely forbids them, now they are. And 
this was the method that Moſes commanded 


Fhe People of-1-4e! ro take to put a ſtop 


toprelumption, "the makiog the.preſumptu.- 
ous perſon tfutter, Deut; 17, 12, 13. 4nd 
"the Man that. mill do preſumpiuouſly, and will 
EY Harker unto the. has (hat ſtands to 


miniſter 


| \ 
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* miniſter there before the Lord thy God) or un- 
f| to the Judge, even that Man ſhall die, and 
thou ſhalt put away the evil from Iiracl. And 


all the, People ſhall hear, and fear, and ap no 


I} #rore preſumptuonſly. Burt alas! theſe things 


\ are. now neglected, and this Duty ot re- 

proving fin has been fo. long, and. by ſo 
many ſuſpended, that *tis commonly look- 
ed-upon as a Solceciſm, or fault in a Man's 
Manners, and a Refiction upon his Edu- 
catton to do it. But theſe Excuſes are fo 
tenſclels, and have fo little werght in then, 
that one would think no one ſhould be fo 
tooli{i as to omit it upon this, or any ſuch 
like account, eſpecially if he has recourſe 
to St. Farmzs's Saying, mm hislaſt Chaprer, 
at the two laſt Verles, brethren, if any of 


you do err ſrom the iruth, and one convert 


bin, let him know, that be which converts the 
'frnner from the errour of his way, fid4ll ſave a 
Soul from Death, and ſpall hide a multitude 
ef ſins. . And certainly tis better, and he 


g31ns more that ſaves a Soul from Death, 


that is, Damnation, which 1s called the ſe- 
cond Death, or Death everlaſting, as *tis 


,Ooppoſtte to Salvation, which may | be - ſaid 


to be the ſecond Life, or Lite everlaſting, 
"$8 ew. 
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Rev. 21.8. than he that gains an Empire: 
For a Soul 15 more worth.than all the riches 
i0-the World, And now confider, ſhall I 
that carry aboutſo precious a Jewel,through 
negle& and carelc{neſs, ſuffer the Devil 


to (teal him away from me ? What, ſpend 7 


all my time in taking caxe of 'the corrup- 
tible Continent (1 mean the Body') 
which will &'re long be turned into Duſt, 
and neglect the 1incorruptible thing con- 
tamed 3n it, the immortal Spirit, which 
ſhall live to all Eternity 2 Why ſhall I ſuffer 


the Devil to caſt his venomous Darts /| 


through the wide Breaches, that fin contt- 
nually makes into my Soul 2: Should not [ 
uſe my utmolt endeavours to prevent an 
Enemy of wounding my fletts, and (hall [ 
patiently permit the greateſt and molt ma- 
licious Enemy, the Devil, to wound my 
Soul unto Death, and eternal Damnation ? 


But oh, the-wonderful fubtilty ofthe grand 


Adveriary of Mankind ! He covers his mg- 
hicious defhgns under pretence of gratifying 
Mens Luſts, and renderirg ther Lives 
more pleaſurable, and (hily perſwading of 
them, that theſe things are conhiltent with 
the liverty of: the Goſpel, which, as the 


wicked 
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wicked Simon Magys, that great Faitour 
of the Devil, uſed to fay, was not intend- 
cd to abridge Men of their carnal Delights 


and worldly Pleaſures, and telling of them, 
If they believe the Scriptures, and are called 


I Chriſtians, and come now and then to their 


Aſſemblies, they need not be ſo firiF and cir- 
cumſpe@ in ets Lives, nor fo ſolicitous ax 
bout their Salvation 5 which, according to 
his deceitful way of arguing, is fo eafily at- 
tainable. And thus he hardens Men againſt 
the loviog Calls, and earncſt Entreaties of 
Chriſt, in his Holy Word, and fo draws 
them from (in to (in, from a lefs to a greater, 
"till atlength he brings them to that degree 
of wickedneſs, as to commit fin with gree- 
dineſs, as the Apoſtle ſays, Epyeſ. 4. 19. 
Who being paſt feeling, have given themſelves 
over unto Laſciviouſneſs, to work all unclean- 
meſs with greedineſs. And now he thinks 
he has them ſecure, and if at any timetheir 


grieved Conſcienccs repreſent to them the 


miſerableneſs of their condition, and they 
are terrified with the diſtracting thoughts 
of their enſuing miſery intoa weak TT 
tion of endeavouring to get out of this [2 
mentable (tate, he derides them, and el 
tNEm 
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them, *Tis too late, the Seaſon for doing it 
3s 0v:r, and they were as good take what plea- 
ſarethey can here, for it is jn vain for them to 
expca any bereaſter, for Chriſt will not accept 
thoſe that are (» loaded with Iniquity as they 

are + But, to their uncxpreffible mo, 

it they will turn from the evil of their 
ways, and diligently follow after Righte- 
oulnets, they {hall tazmedzately hear Chriſt 
con radifting this Father of Lies, and kind- 

ly inviing of them tocome unto him, and 
gracioully promiligg.of- them reft, Marth. 

I I. 20. Come unto we, ail Je that are heavy 
laden, and I't give you rejt. And here take 
notice of the extraordinary Love. of Chrilt, 
who thus kiadly rtnvites Sinners, which have 
bcen his greatelt Enernies, and deipited, and 
duobeyed his Holy Precepts, and fo plung- 
ed themſelves into that trouble and vexati- 
on, which they are in no wife capable of 


| 
getting out of, without his aſhiſtance, to 


hy 


come umo kim for relief. Who but a Mad- 
man would difoblige him, and refuſe to ac- 
c2pt his Invitation, when it proceeds from 
the pure motions of his Love towards us, 
and an carnelt Deſire of our being everlaſt- 
wgly happy 3 ? It our Saviour indeed did 

intreat 


/\ 


\ 
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intreat us, like many frail Mortals, ambiti- 
ous of, Empire and Greatnes, to give,Ohe- 
dience to-his Commands, and live Soberly, 
Righteouſly, and Godly in this preſent 


World, only for his own Intereſt and Ad- 
Vantage, the caſe were ſomewhat altered 3 


but 'tis purely for our. good, that we may 
eſcape the eterpal Damnation of Hell, and 
reign with him for ever in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and behold his Glory, Jeb 17. 
24. Father, I will ihat they alſo whore thou 
haſt given me, , be with me where 1 az, that 
they may behold my glory, which thon baſl gi- 
ven me. And now whata ſtrange oals are 
the people of this Impious Generation 
come to, that they |] rather obey the De- 
vil, that never did apy thing for them, but 
always aQs againſt them, 25S in their lirfi hug 
rents, {0 ever f10Ct, and continually cngca- 

vourstheir ruine 3 than they will God, wits 


| created them, and redeemed them from 


that dreadful and everlaſting Pucilhaent 
they were rendered obaoxious 19 by the 
Fall, by the moſt 1gnomtnious Death of his 
dear Son, and: cominuaily proteQGs rhem 
with his preſerving mezcy, WiKhout, waich, 
they would long 2go have been conſumed 

and 


a 
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and ſwallowed up in the Gulph of Deſtru- 
Gion; Pfal. 124. 1, 2, 3. If Fi had mot been 
the Lord, who was on our | ſidt; now may 
Ifracl ſay : 1f it bad not been the Lord, who 
was 0n our ſide, when Men roſe up againſt us: 
Then they had ſwallowed us up quick, when | 
their wrath was kindled againit zs. And yet 
the Allurements of a Woman, that makes 
Profefhon of Obſcenity, or the Incitement 
of a Companion in wickedneſs. ſhall ſoon- 
er draw a man into Adultery, Drunkenneſs, 
prophaning of the Lord's Day, and other 
horrid Vices, than the moſt tender and 
bleeding Difſwaſives of a Crucified Jeſus 
ſhall keep him from them: and with their 
fooliſh Mirth, and vain Diſcourſes, they 

drown the Voice of God, crying, Ob to 
there were ſuch an heart in them, that they 
would fear me, and keep all my Canal 
nents always, that zt a be well with them, 
and with their Children for ever, Deut.5.29. 
Bur it - this calm, ſoft, and requeſting Lan- 
Suge from God will not prevail with them, 
to turn them from their Iniquities, they 
muſt expe& to hear him ſpeaking to them 
in another ſtrain, and that very terrible, 


Mal. 3. 5. And I'll comenearto you io Inde- 


ment, 
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ment, and Tll be a ſwift witneſs againſt the 
Sorcerers, and againſt the Adulterers, and a- 

24inſt fa ſaif Swearers, and againft thoſe that 
oppreſs (or defraud ) the Hireling in his wa- 
 ges, the Widow, and the Fatherleſs, and that 
turn aſide the Stranger from his right, and 
fear not me, ſays the Lord of Hoſts. God 
| will not always wait, though he does with 
many obſtinate Sinners a long time, with 
the offers of Mercy, it they will not accept 
It 10 that time and manner, that he thin 
{ fit to beſtow it upon them ; for a Man may 
defer making his Reconciliation to God fo 
bong, cill he may withdraw his afliſting 
| Grace from him, and let angry Julticetake 
place of abuſed Mercy, and then it can 
never be done, but he mult be content to 
| be amongſt thoſe, whoſe end is De{truction, 
and may ſadly apply that Saying of our $2- 
) viour, Lak. 19. 42. to bis own n3rticular 
| | caſe, If thou bad known, ev thor, at leaft 
; z2# this thy Day, the things-which belong unto 
| thy ps / But now they are kid from (nine 
ezes. And you may lee an Example of it in 
wicked Eſay, who could find no jlzce of 
Repentance, though he tought 17 Cat fully 
with Tears, H:b. 12. 17. And if 2 Man 


did 
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did but. ſcrioully conlider, to what a prodl- 


gious height of wickedneſs the World is 
now grown,..be may bave juſt cauſe to.ad- 
mire at the great pattence of the Almighty, 
10 bearing with ſuch gro{s Impieties, and not 
drawirg the - Sword ot h1Juſtice,and cutting, 
the prophz ane Committers of them from the 
Face of the; Earthz for they are grown 
more 10pious,than the [dolatrous Arcicnts 
g.the Houſe of Iſrael, for they did their 
ckednels in the dark, every Man in the 
Chambers of his Imagery, for they ſay, The 
Lord ſees u1 not, the Lord has Forſaken the 
Earth; and ſoendeavoured to conceal it, 
at leaſt they fanſied it would not be taken 
ſo much notice of by the Almighty, Ez. 8. 
12. butthele are more impudecnt, and com- 
mit the moſt heinous (1ns 1n the face of the 
whole World, 2nd arc fo far from being a- 
ſhamed, that they glory 10 it, and think it 
an addition to their Reputation, which 


they fooliſhly imazine is highly increaſed by | 


approving themſelves men of greater A- 


- bilnies in As of Debauchery than other 
men: Otherwiſe, why do our immoderate 
Drinkers take ſuch pleafure, and fo applaud 
themſelves, in that they are able to drink 

down 


4 
| 
\ 
4 


| down. others of more. nfiem; Bodies apt 


weaker Brains, and not.only triumph over 
them for the preſent, but frequently report 
itafterwards, as if it tended-to; their credit; 
with a kind of. rejoycing ? -But: let them 
koow- themſclves to be wicked in ſo. doing; 
and thatthe rejoycing of the wicked js not 
good z 5: ahd ſure. Iam, that when Men thus 
rejoyce.and ,glory:in: their fin. they glory 
in their ſhame, :as the Apoltle ſays, Philip. 
3. 19. And as they thus deal with God mn 
wickedpeſs, ſo. muſt they expe& he: will 
deal with them itt fury, Ez. 8. at the laſt _ 
Verſe, 1 herefore, will '; alſo deal in fury 
mine ee ſhall 'z:ot.-ſpare, neither (will I have 
pity 3 and though #hey.cry in- mine: Fars with 
4 loud woice, yet will'I not hear them... » + 

| But havenot thoſe whole profeſſion oblis 
as them to be the molt carnelk and careful 
Reprovers of- Sin, . been” defeCtive 1n- at; 
and ſo permitted this Flood of Wickednelſs 


1] , to flow in upars us-with greater violence - 


than otherwiſe it-would 2 We-will ſee what 
their Office $8; -and how they: diſcharge.1t, 


and we. iball (aon- be refolved'; [Fhey.-are & 


ſer as Watchmento the. People, and are to. 
cry aloud and ſpare;. not, and.to. lift "4 
C | their 


” tempt and deri 
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their voice like Trumpets, and ſhew the 
people thejr Tranſgrefſfions, and the Houſe 
of Facob (thats, the whole Family of'Be- 
lievers) their ſins, Ie. 58. 1. And this they 
do in alarming Sinners, though with too _ 
much coldnels and indifferency, fome''of / 
ther, from the Pulpit 3 but this iF*not all ' 

they ought to do, for if they find*that fin 
grows(o (trong among(t their Auditors,that 
publick Preaching will not ſuppreſs it, they 
might do well to ſpeak unto them by dif- 
ſuafive Letters, if they are capable of read: 
ing and underſtanding of them: butif they 
are of ſo perverſe and 'reprobate a mind 
that they will not do 3" then let them try 


- thelaſt Remedy, and have frequent perſo+ 
- nal conference with! them, and not. ſuffer 


fin, the Devil's Standard-bearer, to diſplay 
his triumphant * Banners 1n the! hearts of 
their people- without controul. But eaſe 
and idleneſs will ſoon frame excufes for 


| them, and'te!! them, this sthe ready way 


tobe accotinted buſie impertinent perſons, 
and become the common 'obje&s of con- 


ritop amongſt their hearers, 
and what is this, but under colour of being 
afraid of offending their Hearers, being 

| unwil- 


z 
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unwilling to be roo bulic: ur God, and the 
good of their Sovls,and diſobeying the com- 
mand ofthe Apoſtle, who bids them be 1nſ# ant 
in ſeaſon, ont of ſeaſon, reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all long-ſuffering and deGrine & 2 Tim. 
i 4- 2. For I would fain know how that Mi- 
piſter keeps a diligent watch over the Souls 
of his Cone, as he that mult give 
an Account, when he knows any one of 
them to live 10 a continual courſe of Swear- 
Ing, Drunkenneſs, and other. damnable_ 
fins, and does not follow him earneſtly 
with private reproof, when he may, better 
, ate his caſe to him, than in a publick Di-- 
' ſequrſe - ; although, I think, Divinermight 
deſcend more to particular Caſes in their 

publick Preachings, than many of them 
to. if they did not aim more at a learned 
and exa& Method; than a plain edify- 
iog Diſcourſe. For why ſhould not a M1- 
Nnilter, that is preaching. "aqui any parth . 


; | + cnlar fin,» that he knows one Man in his . 
+42 ag to be more addiqed to than- 


© the reſt, ſpeak plainly to him, as the 
Prophet Nathan; did to Dawid, and: ſay, 
Thou art the Man ; for ſome muſt be' repro-* 


: | [eat openly, that others =y fear, : Tim 5 
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20. Them that ſin, rebuke before all, that 
others alſo may fear. But what if he ſhould 
take offence at this; and grow more obſti- 
nate in his ſinful Practices? Fhen take a 
convenient opportunity of diſcourling with 
him in private about ir, -and calmly ſhew » 
him'the reaſonableneſs and deteſt] of it, 
and try whether Arguments drawn from 
the Mercies of God, which he thus ſhame- 
fully abuſes, will work him into a'Refor- 
mation, and if that will not'do, make for- 
cible application of the Threats of God a- 
gainſ} obſtinate Sinners, and raife ' an 'Ept- 
tome of Hell in his Breaſt 3 'wound his Coh- , 
ſcience to the quick, and dreſs the Wounds | 
with Fire and Brimſtone, andnever ſuffer | 
him to be at reſt 'till he reformsz ye' that | 
make mention of the Lord, keep not'fi- | 
lence, and give him no reſt, till he eſta- | 
bliſh, and 'till he make Jeruſalem (this Na- 
tion, every one's particular Congregation) 
a praiſe ift the Earth. You have Inſtruments 
put into your hands for the doing of it if you 
would make good ufe of them, The Word 
of God, which is quick and powerful, and | 
ſharper than any two-edged Sword, pier- | 
cing even to the dividing! aſunder of 'Soul 4 
and | 


+» 
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and Spirit, and of the Joyntsand Marrow: 
and 15a diſcerner of the Thoughts and In- 
tents of the Heart 3 and would ſoon ſepa- 
rate, if it were well applied, between fin 
and the (inner. But many Paſtors now-a- 
days, are too. fnuch like thoſe blind Watch- 

en the Prophet Iſaiah :inveighs againſt, 

hap. the 56th. at the three Jaſt Verſes, to 
do this; His Watchmen are blind ;, they are 
all ignorant, they are all dumb Dogs, they 
cannot barks, ſleeping, lying down, loving to 
ſlumber. ea, they are greedy Dogs which 
can never have enough, and they are Shep- 


herds that cannot underſtand ; they all lookto 


F their own way, every one for his gain, fron 


his Quarter. C 078% Je, ſay they, I will fetch 
Wine, and we will fill our ſelves with ſtrong 
drink; and to morraw ſhall be as this day, 
and much more abundant. And theſe are 
they, againſt whoſe evil Example the A- 
poſtle forewarns us, when he bids us feed 
the Flock of God, .not for filthy lucre,but 
of a ready mind, 1 Pet. 5.2, 3. Feed the 
Flock of God which is among you, taking the 
overſight thereof not by conſtraint, but wil- 
lingly; not for. filthy lucre, bur of a ready - 
mind : Neither as being Lords over God's 
* MI, 2 a 
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Heritage but being Extubbe * to the Flock. 
But now Men ſeem to endeavour rather to 
feed themſelves of the flock, than to feed 
It, elſe, why ſhould any one defire two or 
three Benefices, when through infirmity of 
Body, weaknefs of mind, or both, he is 
not able ro (ſerve one, as he ought? And 
I doubt the very end in taking tothe Mini- 
ſtery in ſome is not good 3 that "tis rather to 
get wherewithal to live after the Luſts of 
their corrupt Fleſh, than to do God Ser- 
vice by inſtructing the people; otherwiſe [ 
cannot ſee/how they ſhould be ſo exempla- 
ry in Wickedneſs, inftead of Righteouſ- 
neſs, and live ſuch looſe and debauched 
Lives as they do, and not regard God, com- 
plaining of heir (poiling his Tabernacle, 
and deſtroying his Church, and telling 
them, for their puniſhment, they ſhall not 
proſper, and their Flocks ſhall « (as they 
are already too much) ſcattered, Fer. 10. | 
20, 21. My Tabernacle is ſpoiled, and all my 
Cords are * Hap my Children are gone forth 
of me, and they are not ;, there is none to 
faretch forth my Tent any more, and to ſet up 
my Curtains, For the Paſtors are become 


brutiſh, and have not Jought the Lord ; there- 
TRES ps ha $ \/ ES ; fore 
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fore thiy ſhall not proſper, and all their flocks 
ſhall be 7 Panwed. Others there are, who 
ſeem to be a little more conſcious of their 
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ways, and abſtain from theſe publick and 
ſcandalous Enormities, and are apt tocom- 
plain of their Congregations ſcattering, and 
going from them,and running into Errours; 
but they don't take a right Method to pre- 
vent it : For, if they know that thoſe A(- 
ſemblies, to which they 'adjoyn themſelves, 
are erroneous either in their Doctrine, or 
their PraQices, why don't they go to them, 
or ſend for chem, and ſhew them their Er- 
rours? No, 'tis beneath them to enter into 
a Diſputation with an-ignorant Mechaniak, 
he isnot capable of judging of the ſtrength 
of an Argument. 

Sure he muſt be a very nem perſon, 
that is not capable of judging when he is 
ſhewed to bein an errour from plain Scrip- 
ture-proof, which is the only Fountain, 
from whence a Divine ought to- draw bis 
Arguments, for convincing of Gain layers. 
And in truth tis a lamentable thing for a 


Miniſter to faffer any one in his Pariſh to 
live in Superſtition and Errour, and, not 
ew him #, and endeavour by frequent 
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converſing Witt bim, and adviling of 'bimz; 


to work him out 0c it, becauſe. he would. 


be accounted ameek andquiet Man :Meek- 
neſs indeed ;isa very excellent Vertue, and 
our bleſkd Saviour was 'very,meek: in {uf- 
fering, - and when he was reviled, -hereviled 
not again ; yet he was as fierce as a Lyon a- 
gainſt (in and errour,  and-mdetending -bis 
People trom the Snares-01; the Devil, and 


his Emiſfarics z - and therefoje called the 
Lyon of the Tribe of Jaddb, Rev. 5.5. A 


Miniſter. may do his Duty: 18 this particular, 
as well-as 10 any other; withoutJoſing the 


Gharacter of a-meck and pezceable perſon, 
and {hfſl be better eſteemed of by all good 


Men, it hedoes it, . than ib he omits it, and 
be ſo accounted of, as the Miniſter. of Chriſt, 


and Steward of the My{teries of God, when 


they-ſee that he js faithfo} in;the þulinels, 
whereunto he was called, and as a9 obedi- 
ent Servant'to his Meſter Chriſt, is caretul 
and exaQ 1n the diſcharge ct his Duty. But 
I ſuppoſe | may give a more probable rea- 
ſon of their neglect in this-point, for aught 
I know they may. be afraid that theſe igna- 
rant Mcchanicks,'.as they call. them, that 
fſeck inſtruQion.elfewhere, .though they-are 
FE 7 not 
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not fo well akillea i in b np and have 
not read ſo many-old Morh-eaten Authors; 
yet \they-may be almoſt as well acquainted 
with' the Scriptures, by making them their 
Idaily Study, as they themſelves are 3 and it. 


they cannot free themſelves from thence 
m the errours and miſtakes, that are al- 
ledged againltthem:; -yet they may be able 
to prove, that they, to their great ſhame 
an reproach, do frequently contradict 
Itheir Doctrine by their Praftices, and lead 
Lives diſagreeable to the true Apoltolical 
Rulesz which they might do prudently to 
conlider of, and try if they can retrieve their 
finking Reputation, by keeping the Faw 
of Truth jn their Mouths, and not-ſuffering 
falſlhood or contradiction to be found in 
their. Lips or Lives, by walking with God 
1n Peace and Equity » and in turning many 
my from Iniquity, and in ſtriving contt- 
nually 'to ſubdue Sin, and make Holineſs, 
yhich is now much eclipſed, and in very 
great decay, to revive, and ſhine more 
brightly amonglt us; leſt they. fail deeper, 
than-ahey are ſome of chem already-fallen, 
under-that ſevere Accufation of the-Prg- 

Phet Malachi againſt the Prieſts of his time, 


when 
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when he firſt told them what their duty | 
was, and then accuſed them for negleG@ing 
of it, Mal. 2: 7, 8, 9. For the Prieſts Lips 
ſhould keep knowledge, and they ſhould ſeek 
the Law at his Month 5 for he is the Meſſen. 
ger of the Lord of Hoſts. ' But ye are departeg' 
out of the way; ye have cauſed many to ſtum- 
ble at the Law, ( TRI DINENAIWAN ) 
ye havecauſed many 'to tall in the Law) ye 
have corrupted the Covenant of Levi, ſays the 
Lord of Hoſts. Therefore have 1 alſo made 
you contemptible and baſe before all the People, 
according as ye have not” kept my ways, but 
have been partial (BB ORWN and hav 
accepted Faces) in the Law.” And yet for 
all this, they keep upto their former (trict- 
neſs and rigidity, in retaining things in the 
Church that are indifferent, and meer]y 
ceremonial, and in no wife eflential to the 
Worſhip, of God, to the great hinderance 
of peace and unity amongſt us, in the wor- 
ſkip .and ſervice of the Almighty, under 
pretence *tis for the grandeur, and dignity 
of the: Church; but I ſuppoſe 'tis moreior 
the advantage of the Church-men; that by 
keeping others 'out' they may 'have the 
whole Harveſt to themſelves, and _— 
Sts tacy 
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| they are afraid; that by being more painful - 
in the work of the Miniſtery,'and leading 
Lives more ftrift and conſcientious, they 
| would be a reproach to theirs, which are 
commonly more idle, looſe, and prophane. 
'J.And what tho' the Worſhip of the Jews was - 
| by God's allowance atterided: with a pom- 
pous Train of Ceremonies, to raiſe among 
the People the greater eſteem of it, be- 
cauſe they depended on Chriſt only in pro- 
miſe, whereas we have' him in poſleſtion 
(1 mean in his Goſpel) and therefore we 
have not the like need of them, that they 
| had ; eſpecially if we conſider what a vaſt- 
| ly different, and contrary effe& they have 
upon us: For as they ſtrengthened and u- 
nited them in the Worſhip of God, they 
weaken and diſunite us. And certainly God 
| takes not pleaſure in Ceremonies, but in 
ſincerity of Obedience. And therefore 
when terms of reconciliation in this point 
pre propoſed, they are much to blame that 
keep not cloſe to the Scripture in their 
Reaſonings, but by quoting of Councils, 
Fathers, and School-men, and by learned 
and ſubtile ways of arguing, and by 
multiplying Diſtinions, puzzle and o_ | 
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their Opponents, and, drown them with 
a flood of words, and then reyile them, 
and triumphover them, asif” they had'got 
the Caule ; and ſo rather than they will ſuf- 
fer a-diminution to their Learning and 
Judgments, and loſe the repute of being 
able to worſt thoſe they argue agaiaſt, whe? 
ther they have right on their f:de, or no, 
they will imprudently keep a foot at leaſt, 
if not widen our Differences (till, though 
to the offence of their Brethren. - But this 
being an occaſion of offence ro their Bre- 
thren, by refuſing to comply with them in | 
things indifferent, is not to imitate, bur to 
at quite contrary to the Apoſtle St. Paul? 
who ſaid, If his eating fleſh did make his 
Brother to offend, he would eat no z2ore whilſt 
the world ſtood, 1 Cor. 8. at the laſt Verſe, 
He would not- let his weak Brother, for 
whom Chriſt died, periſh through his 
knowledge. And | preſume we may rea- 
ſonably infer from hence, That if any Gar; 
ment, which he wore, when he inſtructed 
the people, had been offenſive to thery, 
and likely to have occaſioned their depart- 
ing from him, he would not have refuſed 
to have laid it aſide, and removed their 
 Secruple. 
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Scruple. - -For he commandsthe Corinthians 
to give offence to none, according 'to his 
own-Example, in things indifferent, 1 (or. 
Io. at the two laſt Verſes, Give none of- 
fence, neither ta the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, 


| $207 tothe Churchwf God : Even as I pleaſe all 
| men in all things ( meaning indifferent 
things) »0t ſeeking mine own profit, but the 

. profit of many, that they may be ſaved. *Tis 
ſtrange there ſhould be ſuch adiſfagreement 
amongſt us in matters of Rehigion-z did 
we not all ſpring from the ſame root? Have 

we not one Father? Has not one'Godcrea- 

| ted us all? And have we not one Saviour, 
'one' Holy Ghoſt, one Hope, Faith, 'and 
Baptiſm? And as Chriſt 1s our Head, and 
we his Body, by the like proportion as the 
Mewbers of a. natural'Body, tend all to 
the mutual Decency, Service, and Succour 

of the” fame Body , ſo we ſhould do' one 
for another, to make up the myſtical Body 
&of Chriſt, 1'Cor. 12. 27. Now ye are the 
Body. of Chriſt, and Members in particular. 

' And what is the reaſon we don't do this? 
"Tis becauſe we are Carnal, 1 Cor. 3.3.” For 
Je are zet carnal ; for whereas there is among 
you envjing, and ſtrife, and diviſions,are ye 
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not carnal. ad ilk as men £ \ 3) X@ TY arYpu” | 
Foy Teearararte : and walk according to} 
Many s xala ©zoy, not according to God ) | 
And the only way totemedy this, 1s to be- | 
come more ſpiritual, and to endeavour to 
abound as much in the fruits of the- Spirit, 
as we have hitherto 1n the fruits of -the |. 
fleſhz and-then we ſhall not be fo deſirous 
of vain'Glory, nor ({o apt to provoke and. 
envy one another; But 'tis to be hoped 
one party would as readily aſcend, as the 
other ſhould deſcend,- and ſo they would 
meet, and agree in the mean 3 which they | 
mult do, if ever there be a laſting Recon- 
ciliation among(t them : For both Parties 
are in fault, the Diſlenters in requiring too 
much alterationin our publick way of wor- 
ſhip 3 the Church of Ezgland in being un-. 
willing toallow enough. And thus baving 
ſhewn the failings of your Paſtors and Mi- | 
nifters towards you, that I may not beliable 
to an Accuſation of partiality, and beſupsj 
poſed. tohave done it ont of any prejudice 


L 


towards them, I ſhall now thew yours to 
them, that both Prieſt and. People:may fee 
their Errours, and forſake :them ;; leſt as 
they are alike in their offences ; ſoalſo they - 
| ſhould 
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fhould be alike in their Puniſhments, as the 
Prophet Hoſea ſays in his 4th. Chapter at 
the 9th: and 1oth. Verſes, And there (þall be 
like People, like Prieſt, and I will pierniſh theme 
for their ways, and reward them their doings. 
| Cor hy ſhall eat, and not have enough z they 
all commit W boredom,and {ball not encreaſe, 
epoch they have left off to Fake heed to the 
ord 

And Firft, You are apt raſhly to cenſure 
your Miniſters, and affirm that they do not 
take pains enough in their Stations, nd 
therefore do not Preach to you with that 
livelineſs and earneſtneſs that otherwiſethey 
might ; but don't conſider that you your 
felves are ina great meaſure the occaſion of 
it, For what catt more'diſcourage a Mini- 
(ter, than, when he has preached ten or 
twenty years againlt groſs and heinous f1ns, 

| to find them reign-as much or more in his 
Congregation, than when he firſt came to 
#, and that almoſt all his Labour is loſt, as 
to the reforming of his finful Hearers, and 
tiis Doctrine defpiſed andnegleted ? Isnot 
this the way to betp to {top and hinder the 


Utterance of your Miniſters in{tead of 
| praying that it may be given to them, ac- 
| cording 
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cording -to-the Apoſtle's Command,e bat 
they-may be bold to makejknown the My- 
nes of the Goſpel ? Epheſ, the laſt Chap- 
ter,\-18, 19, * Verless. Praying alway! 
with all Prayer and Supplication ia the Spirit, 
and, watching thereunto withall Perſeverance 
and Supplication far all, Saints, and for mn) 
that utterance may be;given unto me, that. I 
may open my mAth boldly, to make known-the 
Myſtery of the Goſpel: "k or which I an. an 
Embaſſadonr in Bonds, that therein 1 1a) 
ſpeak boldly, as I ought to ſpeak. And-i if 
St. Paul had occalion forthe Prayers of the 
People to enable him toſpeak as be ought ; z 
much more occaſion have the Paſtors of our 
times,. who are far inferiour to him,1n rife 
and; knowledge: But truly. if they . could 
not in ſome meafure.ſpeak as they ought, 
without them, | I. know , not. when they 
would ; for | dqubt.many. People ſeldom 
thiok of praying that.their, Teachers may be 
able to teach them. as they.ought, much leſ 
doit. But let them. know that. their for- 
getting or negleQing; of, it, does. not in 
any wiſe make it ceaſe to be. their 


Duty. 
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Secondly, You have noe that Eſtimation 
for themtliks you ought, but.generally:con- 
temn and deſpiſe their Office and Authoris 
ty,;and ſet lek by them , than the temporal 
Phylician,: and: the Profeflar of the Law 
; for,though. you'll adviſe withthe one, when 
your: Bodys--are- arreſted i by a; dangerous 
Diſeaſe, and if -your Title-to ! your Eſtate 
be any way ferupled, you-will not by any 
means omit .conſulting'the others yet you 
thipk it beneath you 46 adviſe. with! your 
Miniſter, though your Souls are-in dariger 
of periſhing\. through Sn, and your Fitle- 
; to. Heaven, be never ſo doubtful, and'wilh 
' Imprudently. rely.upon. your own-Judg- 
ments in this reſpect, .although.it 1s a matter 
of . the greateſt moment t' ye ini the whole 
World, and that which you are highly o- 
bliged to be as well aflured. of, as poſhble - 
you can : And:hereupon 'tis you are ſogar-. 
neſtly  exhorted by the Apoſtle to make 
et your Calling and EleGtion ure, 2 Peg. x.v0; 
Wberefore the, rather, Brethren, give diligence 
to make your calling and/el:@ion. ſure.., But. 
this may ſerve to inform us; and that nwicls 
ta our dilgrace, that. we are generally more. 
careful in the preſeryation, of: our Ri: 
D an 
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worthy to 


periſh | 


and Eſtates, which.are mortal, and'pe 
in the very uſing, than we are of our Souls, 
which are immortal; and' can never ceaſe to 
be, either happy, - or miſcrable. And hence 
it comes to paſsthar' your Miniſters are tyot 

be ſent for in your ficknefſs, rio, 
not in the greateſt extremity oft,” even at 
the point of Death 3 but perhaps you think 
'tis their Duty to':come': [ſhall not ſay 'tis 
not, for I ſuppoſe?tis, if they know it ; but 
F am ſure it they. do not come withour 
fending for, 'tis your Duty to ſend for 


| them, : Jam 5.14,15. Ir any fick among you ? 


tet bins call for the Elders of the Church, and 
let thin pray over him, - anointivpg bim with 
Olin the Name of the-Lord : And the prajer 
of faith ſhall fave the ſick, and the Lord ſhall 
raiſe him up, and if be has committed Sins, 
they ſhall be forgiven him.” But'this Text of 
Scripture 1s ſomewhat intricate, and the 
true meaning: of it may not eaſily be com- 
prehended by a vulgar Capacity;and there- 
fore | ſhall not think it impertment a little 
to explain it. Elders is a Vitle of Dignity 

rather than of Age, and' there were two 

forts of them, the one took 'care of the 


Government and' Bekayiour®of the Con- 
C grega- 
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gregation only, the other beſides) that. did 
pray and/ipreach to them alſo: And'both 
theſe Orders were very honourable, as ap- 
Pea fromthe fayingof the Apoltle, x Tim. 
5:17; Let the Elders that rule well. beccotent- 
\ ed ns of donble Honour, eſpecially they 
which labour inthe Word and Di@rine, But 
methinks/T'hear ſome conceited Ignorants 
fay, How ſhall'any oneſend for the, Elders, 
there are none in our Church? But that is 
their miſtake: "All Ecclefiaſticks com pleated, 
| in ſacred 'Orders, by ' what; Titles "ww 
they are dig nified!' , or diſtinguiſhed, are 
Elders: 5 ak ſo. were the' very A polttes. al- 
ſo, as they frequently" ſtile hank. 
r Pet. 5. 1. The Elders (that's, thoſe that 
are args” gr have the oare of _y One 
as you may ealily gather from the tollo | 
Verſe) which are I you Texbort, WE. 
alſo an Elder. But then you'll fay, Why 
don't we call them ſo? We do in ea | 
call them; for our word Prieft .is the ON- 
ginal word for Elder, -which is PpeoCureggs, 
contracted, or ſhortened. And as for the 
word Biſhop, which many ſeem to takeof 
nce at, it is derived from the Saxon word. 
Biſceop, and' that from the Greek word 
D 4 'ErTioxonOe, 


62 Alapyers Adalice. 
*ET:1oxoTrOr, which' is the very 'Fitle by 


which thoſe of. the higheſt Digi ity; in the 
Church were» f{tiled in the Apoſtles days, 


Tit. x. 7. and ſignifies an ſwſpetFor; or him 
to:whom the/Qver-light of the:Church; be- 
1 


ongs3. and this Name 1 take tobe given'to / 
them for this reaſon, becauſe, -as-it was the 


Office of him that was called: byithis Name 
among the Heathens,/ to ſee'that their tem- 
poral Food was duly adminiftred to then) 3 
ſo it is the Office of' a Biſhop to take care 
that Chriſtians may have their ſpiritual food 
duly adminiſtred, to them :'And though 
ſome, 'that delight in Novelties, chooſe ra-4 
ther to call thoſe' that officiate in their 
Churches, Miniſters, and Superintendents, 
* than Prieſts and, Biſho ps, they are the ſame 
thing, only Prieſt =o Biſhop are derived | 
from Greek Fountains,. which 1s'the Origi- 
nat Language of the New Teſtament, and 
Miniſter and Superintendent, .the one is a 
Latin word, and the other derived from 4 
þ Latin'word 5 andyJ/if they abhor, the. Do- 
3 Erine of the L atir Church, ſo much as they 
ll - pretend,; I wonder why they. ſhould hows 
fuck an eſteem for” its Language, as rather 
to let it enter jnto. their Chureb by «their 


Eccle- 


"x. a 
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iaſtical; Titles, has _ Greek; or 
derived. from i It; . which 1s the Lan-: 
= Apoſtolical. . Anditehly thoſe, per-” 
ſons-a@ very /tmprudently;;;that- raiſe Con-- 
cepunſes about; and cogtend-againſt, and- 
hate.the ingacent Names, /by.; whict thoſe 
T, of the Holy FunRion are dilkioguilked, for 

the- Offences of the Perſanscalled hy them's 
for they - neither occaſion! their offending, 
neither can they reſtrain them, from: -1t.; 
And whereas mention 1s here: made-of the: 
ick's being ſaved, and raiſed ap, - and {his. 
fins forgiven, through the Bleſhng of the 
Loxd upon' the Prayer of Faith 5;we, hiſt 

> underſtand, that the Elders 4n the-Apo 
lical Days,; were endued with miraculous 
Gifts, as the' Apoſtles-themſclves, were,. ſo 
as to be able,through the ſtrength of their 
Prayers and Exhortations tg; heal the fick, 
and take away the principal cauſe of Dt: 
ltempers from them, which was their 
by. procuring for them the forgivene(s of 
them. And the anoinging.-with Oyl was 


uled as.the fig of. this miraculous TE of 
of 


healing, and,;obtaining the forgive 

lick Men's fins by their Prayers, whi 

Luc has yery, judiciqully laid afide, as 
DZzZ not 
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not celier , ſeeing bealing, the th 
nified by ir Long as lg © ching ig: 
Gifts ataled, when'the end, for: -which they 
were de ned,” 'which was Confirmation 
and Eſtab| ſhajent' of the ſafficient' 
for its ſupport,” encreaſe, arid further pro- 
pagation without them, wasaccotpliſhed': 
which was, as ſome Church-Hiſtorians / tell 
us; about the end'of the-third;-or ſhortly 
updri'the beginning of the fourth Century, 
wikch is about thirteen hundred yearsfince. 
thoſe ſuperſtitious perſons-that (till 
make viſe of this OY EO Sick with 
Oyl;' as the Elders in the Primitive times 
did, unlefs they could in the like miracy- 
Jous manner perform the thing ſignified by 
it, and reſtorethem to Health, and obtain 
the' Remiſſion of their Sins, without the 
uſe 'of other means, as they did, do but 
ſhew their folly, and render themkblven ob- 
noxious to Ridicule and Derifion amongſt 
eople of Underſtanding, that have not 
renounced their -Senſes, 'and imprudently * 
yielded themſclyes up to fraudulent perſons 
npoſttions, and captivated their Belief to 
ud of Impoſtors and 'Deceivers, 
which are forced tof pretend to theſe, and 


ſuch 
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ſuch like 'woriderfal performances, to bear 
- up their' Reputation amongſt thoſe they 
eſo far deluded,asin part tofatisfie their 
Ambition 'and' *Covetouſnefs by makin; 
Merehmdire of them, ' as the Apoſtle fore» 
told of them, '2 Pet. 2.3: Audthrongb Co< 
veronſneſs ſhall thiy with f:igned words make 
Merchantizt of 3on, (batlet them read the 
remaining part of the Verſe, and ſee how 


faſt Judgment and Damnation are 
now of a 


upon them for it) whoſe Fndgment 
long time lingers not, and their Damnation 
flumbers nbt. And theſe are the evil Men, 
that by grofly abuſing their power in the 
Church, have' made the People unwilling 
to allow the' Reformed Churches fo much 
power- as Chriſt has given them, and will 
ſcarce be induced to believe that they ought, 
or that 'tis to any purpoſe for ther, if their 
Conſciences are loaded and diſquieted 
through any grievous Crimes they have 

been guilty of, to make confeſſion of them 
to their Paſtors and Teachers,and ask ther 
Advice, and defire them to put theminthe 
beſt and moſt effetual method towards the 
getting of their Grief removed, and their 
fins pardoned, and that they would help 
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ny a{li(t them pblloing ati fervent 
Prayers upon them. towards the doing P | 
it,although-the,Apoltje exprelly com + 
us to. confes'oug;, Faults. one to; another, and 
pray. for one aY0fÞFr, that we, may. be; heal 
&d; $:4k6; an 160 givewan eggeoys 
raging rcion.drawn- fromthe powerful ef 
gt. Prayer 3,jTtereffeun, fervent prajfe 
of a righteous Mas avail; auch. Andif 
re, obligzd. to.confeb our faults one t9 
er. and. 4pray.one for: .agother towards 
0 caling of thery, much, rather. to. the 
Miniſter, that he may, pray for,us towards 
the , healing. of .our Offences... Nor does 
the true and fathful Miniſter's, power, endl 4 
BSE, in hearing the Conteflions of his peo- 
ple, ;and praying for them, , but ir extends 
further, and authorizes ic, when he finds 
the Offender has performed , thoſe -a&s of 
Repentarce, which God's. Holy. Word. re- 
quires, to apply ,the merciful 5 om of 
God to repenting Sinners, 1a the forgive- 
$I of their. ſins, unto him, and. declare ) 

is Crimes pardoned, through the [great 
Mercies of : God, and the Merits of his dear 
San Jeſus Chrilt, and ſ{o-reconcile . him to 
God, as having received from him the Mi- 
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We Reconciliation, 2 Cod. 5. 48; 
opt all things aye of God, wha has -reconci: 
led; to biwſelf by "Jeſus Chriſty and bas 
given 10 #4 the OG of. Revoncilia- 
ons "1." 
f ,;KIkiraly, Spmetof you think hot bur- 
deofome, and  that.theiriallowance is to0 
great, and abovethcir Deſerts; and bere- 
uponargue:that Frrhes are not of Divine 
Ia{t\utien,, and: that; yOu. are NO » \where 
commanded gay them in the New Teſta- 
ment. 4 But in what part of the ſame Te- 
ſtament are you forbidden to: pay them? 
And akhough they are not:;ardained: in 
expreſs mia, oh in the Goſpel by Chriſt ; yet 
he has ordaineg, that: they which preach 
the Goſpe], ſhould live of it, 1 Cor. 9.13, 
14.;Do ye not know that they which miniſter 
about, boly things, live. of T things of the 
1 emple Fd And they which wait at the Altar, 
are -partakers with _ A'tar. Ewen 0 has 
the Lord ordained, that they which [> : 
the. Goſpel, ſhould live of _ Goſpel. And 
can-you find out any better way of raiſing 
wherewithal they may live upon, than by 
BIving of them Tithes? And this may ſay 


tar 
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tor the Lawfulneſs and:Authority of them] ti 
that our Savidur told the Seribes and Phan | 
riſees thatithey ought to pay them which] f 
I {uppoſe he: would not have done, if he * 
had intended to aboliſh them,and that they | ! 
ſhouldnot have been paid under the Goſpel, } ' 
Matt; 23/23, Woe unto you Scribes' and 
Phariſees, Hypocrites ; for ye pay Tithe of | 
Mint, and Aniſe, and Cummin, and have | 
omitved 'the- weighticr' watters of the Law, | 
Judgment; Mercy,iiand Faith 3 theſe ought 
,0u tobavedonre, and not' to leave the other 
»#done.” "And bere obſerve that this Woe 
is not denannced apairiſt them, becauſe of 
their! exaQneſs 40 paying Tuhes, even t6' 
the-very Herbs; but becauſe of their Hy- 
pocriſie, Ari not being as exaQ in things of 
greater concern, as making right Judgment 
1 deciding of Controverſies, ſhewing 
Mercy, 'and' relieving the opprefſed, and 
being as faithful in theperformance of their 
Promiſes, as they werein paying of Tithes, 
'both which-ought to have been done with 
the like'exa&nefs.” And this may ſerve to 
admoniſh'us, as well as let us know that our 
Saviour allowed of paying Tithes in his 
| time, 
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on, againſt the folly and errour 'of fac 
Tres, as will be very exact and care- 
ful#1 things of leſs moment, and 'remits 
and- carelefs, ' and 'apt to paſs over thoſe 
thinps that are of far'greater concern. And 
the'reaſon of | the Apoſtle's not requiring 
Tithes, ' may be this, becauſe 'they would 
not hinder the progreks of the Goſpel, by 
giving them-the leaſt occaſion of hinking 
they preached it more for their own profit 
and advantage, thafi'for their Good : "Ard 
hereupon the Apoſtle ſays, 'he 'wrought 
with his own hands that he might tiot be 
chargeable to any of ' themz not but that 
the had power to forbear working, and 
live by preaching the Goſpel, /as well as 0- 
thers 3 but he did not uſe this power, bur 
rather ſuffered all things, leſt he ſhould 
make his Doctrine the leſs <(teemed, and hin- * 
der the Goſpel ofChriſt, 1 Cor. 1 9.12.1f others 
be Partakers of this power over you, are not 
we rather £ Nevertheleſs, we have not uſed 
this power, but ſuffer all things, leſt we ſhould 
binder the Goſpel of Chriſt, But if the Mi- 
niſtersof our Times were obliged todo the 
like, weſhould ſoon have but mean preach- 
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og, and a very ignorant and co 
Miniſtery :-* and .1n(teadi of comcarie] 
Controverſies and ObjeQions, of our, learn- | 
ed Adverſaries, mith-our [Tongues or Pens, 
we \muſt anſwer. them with our Swords, 
which [ think will bardly be allowed, tobe 
the true Evangelical, or Goſpel; way of apy 
ſwering of them. , For. It. pleaſed Gad to. 
furmſh the Apoltles with FR (Ta gactnegy 
means to preach, and declare | his Will ; 
that if they were, difpgled to ſupply Fong 
Necellitics by any, ſeryile, Occupation (as 
Se. Pay} did: by. Tent making, AF 18, 3.) 
it could not-any., ways. diljnable them . for 
teaching and. inſtruftting, the ,People 3 foraſ 
what they were. to [peak. and teach was 3A- 
fuſed into, them, without any: pains. or 
ſtudy of.theirs, inthatvery hour, 10 which 
they. were to ſpeak it,' Matt, 10: 19., But 
when they deliver you up, take, 20 thought how 
or what ye ſhall ſpeak.z for it ſhall be given in 
that ſame hour what ze {{yall.ſpeak. but,God 
has thought fit, to: let: grdinary. means. take 
place in thele latter Ages,, and; Meg. muſt, 
or ought at leaſt,by contingal tudy and /1n- 
vuRry: to qualitie themſclyes for = =" 

R O 
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df che-Miniſterys and muſt be ſupported of 
thoſethey inſtruc;- in the doing of -it, and 
this they, ought to do freely, and not. ro 
coufit ita great thing, but moſt reaſonable, 
thatthey ſhould reap their carnal things, 
TP which on to them fpiritual things, 1 Cor. 
9. Il. if we have ſowen unto; you- ſpiritual 
things, is it a great thing if we fhall reap 
your carnal things e, 

Fourthly, If os javeigh ſharply againſt 
fin, and a little terrifie-you with the fore; 
thoughts of Hell and. Damnation, you are 
ready. to exclaim againſt the ſeverity of 

» their DoCtrine, and to ſay, *Tis the ready 
way to preach you to Def; os es Is 
your miſunderſtanding of them, . they 1n- 
tend not to preach you to Lcfration, in 
that ſenſe you take the Word 1n, that is, ſo 
as:to. make you deſpair of attaining Hea- 
ven,..but only to wake ,z0u. deſpair of at- 
taiging. of 1t in the condition. many of you 
are now. in, (which: fort of Deſperation 
may be a means. of putting you-1ato the 
way.of Salvation.) for to what purpoſe 1s 1t 
for you to hope to go to Heaven; whilſt 
you. continue in thoie {ins you are told 


from 
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from God's Word will keep you thence 7 N 
'Tis impoſſible for you that are Drunkards, |* 
Thieves, - Swearers, and Adulterers, and | 
are in the way to everlaſting DefſtruQion, 
without a ſpeedy Reformationand Amend- 
ment to 'inherit the Kingdom of Heaven 5 
- unleſs you can get the Decrees of the AlI- 
mighty revoked, and make the Apoſtle a 
Liar, for he expreſly ſays you (hall not, 
x Cor. 6.9, 10. Know ye not that the un- 
righteows ſhall not "inherit the Kingdom of | 
God 2 Be not deceived';' neither F ornicators, } 
nor [dolaters, nor  Adulterers, nor Effemi- 
nate, nor Abuſers of themſelves' with Man-i 
kind, nor Thieves, nor Covttons, nor Drun- 
kards, nor Extortioners 'ſhall inherit the 
Kingdom of God. And again,Gal.5.19,20,21. 
heving ſummed up the Works of the Fleſh, 
he ſays, of the which I tell you before; as 1 
have alſo told you in time paſt, that 'they 
which do ſuch things, ſhall not inherid the , 
ing dom of God. Read the Verſes, and 


£ 
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fee what the Works of the'Fleſhare, Advul- 
tery, Fornication, Oncleanneſs, Laſciviouſ- 
neſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, Hatred, Variance, 
Emulations, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, He- 
reſtes, 
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re 5 'Broyis r, Murders, Drunkenneſs, 
bet r, anHfach like ; and know aflu- 
bedly, that if you/ate guilty of any of 
them, 'you muſt forthwith ask pardon of 
God for it, and forfake them, otherwiſe 
they will keep you from the. Seat'ot the 
Bl:fled. Nor is it enovgh for a Mantoab- 
{taift from theſe groſſer Sins towards the el- 
caping of everlaſting miſery, but he muſt 
abſtain from all ſins, as much as is poſhible, 
though never ſo ſmall ; for the leaft fin is 
In it ſelf damnable : and therefore the A- 
poſtle commands us to abſtain from all ap- 
pearance of evil, 1 Theſ. 5. 22. And if 
your Miniſters ſhould paſs this lightly over, 
and preach unto you ſmooth things 3 to 
pleaſe and delight your Fancies, and not 
rough and ſevere things to diſturb and a- 
waken your Conſciences, and diſquiet you” 
in the enjoyment of your ſeemingly plea- 
ſant fins, they would do the Work of the 
Lord deceitfully, and ruine you, and pull 
down a Curſe upon themſelves, and your 
Blood would be required at their hands: 
as God tells the Prophet Ezekie!, thar as the 
Blood, that was Joſt in the Land by the 
Sword, 


Sward, through the negle® of che. terypo y 
ral Watchman, 1n. not warning the.peroph 
of their Specs coming, ſhould be requi- j 
red at his. hands, ſo he would. require; the 
Blood of thoſe that; periſhed | in their Tni- 
uity, through his negle& in warning 4 | 
, 4 at. his hands,. whom, he bad made 4} 
ſpiritual, Watchman. So. thow, O Son of 
Mam, I have ſet thee a W atchman, unto 
the Houſe of Iſrael 3 therefore thou ſhalt kear 
the Word F: my Month, and warn' them 
rom me. When 1 ſay unto the wicked, O 
wicked man, thou ſhalt ſurely die; if thou 
doeſt not ſpeak ta warn the wicked fron 
his way, that wicked man. ſhall die in his 
Injquity; but his Blood will I require at 
thine od Nevertheleſs if thon warn the 
wicked of his way to turn from it 3 if be do 
ngt turn from his way, he ſhall die jp bis 
iniquity z but thou hgſt, delivered thy Soul, 
Ezck. 33.7, 8, 9. So: you ſce the great 
neceſlity that lies upon. them of uſing ters 
rifying Diſcourſes to you, both in reference 
to. you and,themſe]ves,z 1t you would bur 
opce renounce your affections ro; Sin,,and 


endeavour to arrive to ſcme perfection 
of 
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* of Holineſs in the fear of Gad, no 
doubt, they would ſoon turn the 
” courſe of their Preaching, and inſtead 
. of, talking of. Hell and. everlaſting 
Burnings, ſpeak to you of nothing but 
\ the Gracious Promiſes that are madeto_ 
\ you, and giving you: the beſt De- 
ſcription, that, according to their moſt 
deliberate Conceptions of .it, they 
could, of Heaven, and the everlaſt- 
ing Joys thereof : which are ſo. great, 
that there are no earthly: Joys, al- - 
though they ſhould much exceed that 
_ of the Jjraelites, at the Coronation. 
of their Peaceable King,. which, (as,- 
mY np om vINR oaynntd. 19"? 6 
ypam nana nnDv pnADY) DYING 
D712 YIRT the original words of 
the toructh Verſe of the firſt Chapter 
of the firſt Book of the K.:»gs declare) 
was lo great, that the very Earth rent 
; with the ſound that they made 1n ex- / 
prefling of it, can be campared to. 
them., . But I doubt,you will ſcarce be - 
ſ{o;kind:to. your ſelves and., them, as / 
immediately to forſake your. Sins, that - | 
['N they 


nue in them, and preſume upon the 
Mercies of God for pardon ; butthe 
Mercies of God are (conditional, and 
you have no right to them, unleſs 
you perform the Condition. The 
wicked mult forſake his way, and the 
unrighteous Man his thoughts, and re- 
turn unto the Lord, if he will have 
merey and pardon : otherwiſe he can- 
not have it 3 for Chrift came not into 
the World to maintain people in (tm, 
but upon their Faith and Repentance 


only way in which he will be a Savi- 
our unto you, as you may learn from 
Ins own Words, Like the 7th. Chap- 
ter,” at the laſt Verſe. This youll fay 
you know very well, and that you 
muſt part with your fins, or loſe 


Heaven; but you vainly think it's 
time enough yet, and fo defer it from 
Day to Day, from Week to Week, 
and from Year to Year, till you are 
habituated to wickedneſs, and ſo make 
It the more difficult to caſt it off ; and 


what 


to forgive them their Sins ; this 1s the 


they may do this; you'll rather conti- l 
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[ what if by Jeferrin it thus from > 
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many- are, taken out of the World, 


ſumption, and very dangerous-for any 


come, which God bids him do pre- 
ſently ; 'tis as if he knew better when 


Hs Agents. 
to. time, you ſhould be ſuddenly, as 


where are you then? I ſhall not ſpeak 
my.thoughts, but leave you to judge 
what your place and your Sb 
(pull be for ever; very miſerable, I 
ear. | 


ForlI muſt tell yau, tis a great pre- 


one to think of doing that in time to 


it were to be done than God : 'And if 7 
Gad ſays, To day if you will hear his 
Voice, harden not your Hearts 3 and 
tells you, That thisis the day in which 
you ſhould begin ta ſeek after Salvati- 
on, 2 Cor. 6. 2. Behold now is the gc- 
cepted time, behold, now is the day of 
Salvation 5 How dare you defer {eek- 
ing after it 'till to Morrow, much leſs 
for a longer time, as hereafter, as you 
call it ? Is not this the ready way. to 
provoke God to anger, and: to make 
him Swear i in bis Wrath, as hg did to 
E 2 the 


Fg . 
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the laſt Verſe, That you ſhall not enter 
into his Reſt 9 And then you are 'un- 
done to all Eternity. For, although 
God's Mercies are great, yet we muſt 


not carele{ly and' wilfully* forget his , 
Commands, and rely ſo much upon 


his Mercy, as to forget his Juſtice”: 
for as he 1s merciful, ſo he 1s juſt 3 and 
a Man may run on' in 'Wickedneſs 
ſo long till he becomes mercile(s, ahd 
then God's Juſtice will' take hold on 
him, and deſtroy him, Jer. 13+ 14. 
And I' daſh theme one againſt another, 
even the Fathers and the Sons toge- 
ther, Jays the Lord, I will'not pity, 
210r ſpare, *nor- have mercy, but deſtroy 
them: And1t you will prevent the 
paſſing of this 'dreadful Sentence upon 
you, now is the time. Seek ye the 
Lord whilſt he may be found, call ye 
upon him whilſt he is'nigh.. Conſider 
you have 'a whole Eternity to labour 
for; and:you have, mariy of you, loſt 
a great"dea] of time already; there- 
fore make the better uſe of what is'to 
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ſtubborn 1#aelites, Pſalm the' 95th. at 


i | 
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* come, jt may be ſhorter than 'you 
are aware of, Ask Forgiveneſs forth- 
with, under all the Circumſtances of 
Humility, 'on your bended knees, for 
all the Sins' you have hitherto been 
 ſhamefully guilty of, (for thoſe Knees, 
which are now too ſtrong-to ply in 
God's Service, will be too weak one 
day to 'ſtand in his Preſence) and 
keep a ftrit Account of all your 
Thoughts, Words, and AdGtions for 
the ' time to come, and every Night, 
before you compoſe your ſelves to 
fleep, beſtow a' little time in confi- 
dering how you have' ſpent the day, 
and fee what evil you have com- 
mitted, and' 'what good you have 
omitted, ' that you may certainly and' 
ſincerely crave Forgiveneſs for 'it 3 
which 1s the propereſt and moſt like- 
ly method for getting into a Habit 
of Vertue ad * Goodneſs, 'eſpecially 
if you are'careful 'to return Thanks 
to God in the Morning” for preſerving 
of you frotn'the'petils of 'the Night, 
Br -o : an 


=> 
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and "4 defire that . his, F 
and Bleſling x may. attend you. LIE 
out the whole; Day, and. that he 
' would preyent your evil Actions, and 
bring your good. .ones to perfection; 
And not adventure:to lie down inthe 
Sins not only of that Day, but of ma- 
ny Years, as too many careleſs Peor 
ple do, 'tis. wuch to be feared, leſt 
you ſhould {leep the {ſleep of Death, 
ſpoken, of in Pſalm 13.,3. and the 
Wrath of God ſhould ſeize. upon you, 
and caſt you into the diſmal place 
of eternal. miſery. : | But immediately 
fix, your Reſolutions for the DG 
Kingdom of everlaſting Happineſs, and 
let Piety, be your continual pra- 


tice, hich is the certain way of 
pranng of it. 


Ceaſe to da evil, learn to do well, 
and be: not weary of: 1t,, but be die 
Jigent Followers of them that through 


Faith and; Patience inherit the Pro- 
Sa and.ja. due- -oſan you ſhall 


reap 
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reap your Reward, and be owned by 
Chriſt, when he comes-in the Glo- 
ry of the Father, with the Holy 
Angels, and appears to thoſe that look 
for him the ſecond time without fin, 
z unto Salvation. 


; AY Iv /orl bore, -ofnt le 
yy V1 CARA ſinful Ple : 'S, 
opld Rills 'the Innocent © 


euidhing Narure ; and Have not the Priv- 
dence to confi der that there Ties a gre 
< Obli ation upon them to d KEEP a Trade 


the Eh 4.23" S, 
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"I - the uſe and hes of their Boos 
erg.upon Earth; and that"twould i ag 
oþ them far greater, prot th 
'ny of the: ord! imployments, 9d 4: 
be no & wc ou a furtherance in 4. 
x 2 for 
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tation ih. the. Profits Te" | 
em : Nor 8 this all the, 
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we 


. yd bntK ye. hoſe nterogf Wh, 
: frequent Praying, arid tf 
or other holy exerciſes, the they ought, 
hen: their 'Imaginations? "a0 {6 aboun 
, » - Lg Thr Praftices we oful 
| of Eyit and Taiquity ? '1s-ix fuppofablethar 
wh one does Caſe my Tongue, Kite 
Heart, in Prayer Mornin 
venings, if” Curſing and SWes 
' » ofdinary Communication good parte 
+ Day beſides? T ſhould rather think 4 
ſeriouſly began the Day with 'the Sefice 
-*6f God, he would' lava him often, in his 
\ thoughts 4s he was about his Wor f Y 
| Buſineſs ; and inſtead of ſevitg*the' De 
1 with vain Oaths and prophane* ani 
 - » obſrene Diſcourſes, he wotild Terve” the 


* Lord, by frequently offering up ſoine ſhort 


: 


' would be muchtaken'up in 
Go nee Fg of that glorious” Kingdom 
Dove , Which is viſible to him by the 
F 2 Eye 


Ejaculation and Sacrifices of Praiſe. .un- | 


Ine _— "Prov. 2 2- "I Þ- Be thos 
i 6 fo = po Lord, ( Be-thou at the 
of os Lord ) all the Day loa 
owl By, you. are. under the Pref- 
0 Poyerty, and therefore you. have 
| Kine co to be ſo much- at the. Wo 
Lord, as otherwiſe you. w 
& © Ng [ es it- «4 paſs thea.that you, me 
-< "Epiſure for rhe Work of the 
Devil? How &ye find time to gratifie 
your 1 tts ,-and commit Sin *- Can. you 
di ities to inſpe& the Concerns 


NA Additions and Pejorations reſulting . 
om” your paſſionate ,. invidious and des- 
ag Diſpoſitions, and yet want opportu- 


* nfs You can x/# wes Watch the greats 
er part of the Nig - in Nngapt quan ws: 
or Gaming, and why.can*t you Wa 
ns and then part of a NEW and beg 


ber | 
is 
\ 


, and. enumerate: their failings A! 


Ss fr che performance of Chriſtiar Du-., | 


| 
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-* Days tho? through the Delis | 
[1-46 init, you'are-not apt tg CO of it 
but the latter cannot ; for . -W creas | 
. other is forbidden and d lean L30C 
this is commanded and moſt pleaſing unte 
lim. 1 Per. 4..7. Be ye phenefore $ ber 
and Watch unto Prayer. Tis adm at We 
"£0 obſerve how. officious ſome People 


- engage in his Service, "has, that Perſo: 
ſhalt be looked upon as their inemiy ha 
ſhall endeavour to reſtrain them fromiat,  . 
wg endeavour to withhold a ne Fo =. 
rom thus intemperate CUES 
ſhall preſently hear him /accuſing, Vo 
| Severity towards him,and denying him the 
'' pleaſures of Society. "And do but uo 
a common Sower of Dillention, | 
of rhe Fire of Contention, —_ S- 
ately his Tongue , which 15 fer on Fire 
* of Hell, as the Apoſtle ſays, James 3.6. _ 
© Aames-out moſt furiouſly upon you, and © | - 
. Wounds yau in- your Reputation at leaſt, 
+ if it-'proceeds no' farther, perhaps in your 
R £ "__ Wy 3 Eſtate, 
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cafion-.« f a {fry 50 of Trouble and . 4 
yerude- to themſelves agd others ; yet  .] 

h is the -preſent State of. the World, 
\'F they are not ſuppreſſed, but rather. 
ed by-Home avaricious Perſons, 
hy have \more Reſpect to the Profit they: 
ring "rind than the Publick and Unis. 
al:Good 'that would: aciſe from their 
ppre ion. . And when the. Paſſionate. Man 
_4.; le:moved,” tis in vain to:talk to him” 
OE ſee neſs and Patience-; he muſt be re- 
 venged don this Perſon thathas offended hirn, 
_ Fnovther ways, at leaſt by pouring out a 
ſt Re of all Reneungy: at him: and if 
the Perſon-oftending be readier alſo to obey 
rhe Devil than God, and will not endea+» 
ro make uſe of chat, which according 
rothe Wiſeman, Prov. I5. I. is the beſt 
xedient to pacific Anger,A1ott Anſwer 3 
but: will imprudently anſwer him in the 
like; or worſc Language, . according to the © 
Suggeſtions of the Devil, that prompts him | 
ro-1t, and diverts himſelf by hearing them. |} 
railat eachother, and umploy thole Tongues-!. 
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- - ANCE "Pbabot t0 IDS © jo beak 
! - able-Injury of their Souls; e pecially if 
; "be att Lek with the uſual "Conf | 
"% am Mirred ave ell recooctebh Ns | q 
|, we not commonly ſee/men, after fachT6 
© rilous and unchrf ance Co rentionns; ge 
> ny each other all Offices of Kindneſs « and 
. paſs by one another; as'if they! were ae 
- . nerated into Brutes; or by an unha 
_ folution'of the Nerves of the'Ton 
yy had loſt their Voices. Oh! har he, 
| Mortals, who' know themſelves-to. : fro 
Duſt, ſhould be thus puffed up with Pri 
and Malice, as" to ſer themſelves againf 
, "their Maker and” hate them whic "bea 
" tis Image, as well as themſelves, becauſe 
- they do not *exaMly ſ/mpathize in thei 
Temperaments;when our Love aud Friend: 
'} ſhipto one another is the beſt Aﬀfuranice v 
| - have that we are paſſed from Death unto 
b” ER. Fins: 3. 14. We know that 
| , have paſſed from Death unto Life ; beet 
"we Voce the Brethren ; he that” loveth "wot 
_ his Brother , "abideth i Death, And if hb 
; Gy'that he is 2 Murtherer; and in a State 
'£ Damnation, and" that Eterhal Life a- 
Ko F 4 ' bideth 
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A Rov.'3 wy Hs thyWarks, that thou i 
KS an abs view Liveſt, and art Dead; - 
tis, thou liveſt unto'Sin, but art dead  ., 
TUSNECOUR els, and there is no Spiri- | 
in thee) And how-many of us, if , 

igent ſearch into our Cons _ | 
our ſelves dead 1 In ber 


ve | are not theſe "IT yery rare 
web Us ! f IAe for the 


? And yer we arc fo nr; 
as ta: aceoane our ſelves in good Giro 


{ger of the Wrath'to com. Pur what w 
FF; avail us that we are called'C Ou 
© Practices are Antichriſtian, que t ; 
| 4 trary to the Rules Chriſt has commir 16 ; T 
"us fo walk by ? Towhat 15. 
{© .us:to hope for eternal Life, vb hen 
ls -- oo in Sin, 'the Wa ges whereof we are 
told in God's Word is Death, Rom 6 at 
| thelaſt Verſe. 'Fhis is a deceiving and falſe 
| Hope, for if you had i true' Hope m you; 
| you would not hive any longer 1n Sin), but 
+ immediately purifie your ſelves from 
| dead Works, that you might be in Likeneſs, 
+ tho? not in Equality, pure, even hw... 
þ whoſe moſt I Preſence you hopeto 
T* emoy. 1 nc > And e I 
Þ his this Hope in in puriſies him 
[ & he (that is God) & pare. 'Domt te 7" 
- much-upon any falſe and Ra Foy 
| | and promiſe Salvation to your Selves i any 
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Lavy one for che Kingdom of 


$.- Read-the r5th Pfu, and { 1-0 70 


yh n | Aokwer the Holy - Spirit nakraghh's 


the Queltion, Lord, who © 


,, n) mmthy -Yr pm : 
#n thy holy Hill *-He that walks 

rh: eorks Rz9 s, and ſpeaks 
1 Hu cv He that backbiteth mot 
MIT x? that-does not revile, diſcredit, or 
der) wth his Tongue, nor Hoes evil tohis 


r,-(AmMpT? Ot his Friend and Coms” 


110) x07 takes xp .4 Reproach ag ainit ; his 
| '..  Imwhoſe Eyes: a vile Perſon's 
contenmned ;, but be honours them that fear the 
Loa ; be that Smears to his own hurt, (that 
isy to his ownLoſs, Damage or Hindrance) 


aptlchanges uot, He that oe not out his Mony 


ta/Wſery, (the: Hebrew Word here for Uſury: 
sF&Þ-which cometh from J#2 which pro- 
{ignihes:to Bite,and is often ſpokenof 
he-Biting or ing of Serpents, to de» 
nate,'as I ſuppole, it's. grievous Stingir 
Nature, an and to-caution Men to beware Ss... 
ity left; whilſb.it affords an caly Maintes.: 
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weafter ) nor take = 
nit the Innocent ; he that does theſe thin 


ſhall newer be Pate? And try: if you can 
truly apply it to-your ſelves, and-ſay with 
- out Hypocrilie that you.are ſuch Perſons, as 
| this Perſon here-Charatterized is, : who's 
F promiſed that heſhall never be moved; 1nd 
© if you can, youre ina very happy, -Statez 
Þ 21 my ma ardent deſire Lher You ma! 
' keep on and proſper : but-if. you KC +. v 
muſt ſay your. State .is miſerable, -and»1e 
” highly behoves you forthwith to ſeek (our 
” for Recovery ; otherwiſe, tho? you may 
;, ho for Heaven, you may at the laſt »be 
* caſt into Hell. For 'tis difficult, -tho® the 
L Devil by his Subtilry may have perfwaded 
© ſome People that *tis ealy to attain Heaven; 
- for if ever youenter-in at the ſtrait ' Gate, 
"it Muſt be by ſtriving and labouring -dilis 
” gently in Duty; ; Jen ſo hard a tug 1t 1s, 
that many {hall ſeek to enter 1n, an 
| not be able, Luke 13. 24. Strive to enter 


; Id F w: the ſtrait Gate", hab: many, 'T ſay unto 
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" | | mo ”, & | Os. 
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” bred, ,* py. ever s ol ſincere; 
Sreke entrance, hope to Enter un IX 7 


, and your own treacherous and finfull ©! 
leartsdon'tdeceive you in this pointz you | 
oy do too little to be faved,and this 15. the 
you are-in danger' of : but aſſure y 
youcan never do too much;and it you 
%a but rightly conſider the unexprefſ [ble 
wo & it, you would think you could ne- | 
4% ough for it. Are the things of 
this Life, et are caſual and uncertain-in 
the Fruition,fo'eftimable, that you will pur- 
chaſe them with ſo great Care and Labour? 
lo are the*glorions Things, which God 
prepared above for. them that Love, 
Serve and. Obey him , which Eye has not 
ſeen, - nor Eat heard, neither hath it entred 


into the Heart of Manto conceivethe great= 


on 


$ of their Excellency, not worth a little - - 
king after ?. Does ov lay, Mat. 6. 33: © 
Seek ye rk the Kjngdom of God, and ub 
Regbteouſneſe ap all theſe things ( Be things. 
of this World) ſhall be added $f far as God | 
ſees them neceſſary for you) + unto. Pp ; 
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adviſed before it be too late ; I doubt-the © 
Devil, the World and the Fleſh have had 
” -the greater part of your time hitherto, and 
F:; therefore God has not had his due ; ask Par- 
T: | don forthwith: for it, and let him hawg his 
* due: for the time to.come ; let che evil | 
+ have none, the World and the Fleſh no 
| more than is neceſſary; and let God have- 
F the reſt. Is it not a fad Cale ; Judge. you 
| your ſelves of it, when God has ſet _ 
ut 
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2 | xerciſes 


YyonyourWworldly Buſineſs more advanta- 
wroufly the Week tollowing. - And if you 


| [f thouturn away thy Foot from the 
Sabbath, (that is if thou withholdeſt or re- 
fraineſt thy ſelffrom thy evil Works) fom 
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ading thy Pleaſure 0n my Holy Day, and call |} 
the Sub ath, a Delight, the Fhly of the Lazgad, I 
Honourable, and ſhalt Honour him, not doing 
thine own Ways, nor finding thine own Pleas 1. 
ſure, nor ſpeaking thine own Words, (vain 
Words) Thez tha thou delight thy ſelf it 
the ord, and T will cauſe thee to ride upon the. 
{**h ” wt of the Earth, ahd feed thee with 
iz me Heritage. of Jacob thy Father ; for the . 
Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it. But now 
the deſtroyer of Souls comes, and endea-. 
* ours to pur theſe things our'of your minds, | 


the V 1d TranſaCtions« he Ar 
Kandthe rehearfing of The Errors and Fail 
F ings of others, and upbraiding of them-; and 
& which of theſe you do molt frequently o- 
& bey, God or the- Devil, ask your own Pra» 
| ctices. Dyethink *tis enough for you to 
+ come now and then to Church,and fit there 
| in a careleſs and inattentive manner, as if 
E. what was ſpoken did not concern you,” or 
* fleep, to let us know that you wake ſo much 
itt the Service-of the World and Sin, [that 


' you cannot wake an hour or two in the. 


Worſhip of God ? or is it becauſe you are 
afraid that if you dow't ſleep there,yqu ſhall 
þ* be apt toſleep'in the remaining part of the 
 +Day, and fo loſe the opportunity of gra- 
þ- tifying ſome Luſt or other you have fook{h- 

* Iy defign'd to gratifie ? What is the end of 
Mimſters Preaching, and your coming to 
| hear ? but that you may underſtand” your 


| your Families, by examining of them, and 
þ repeating to them, as much of if as you have 
+ been, able to' commit we bon Memories, 
when you come home. '7T'would be more 

prudent 


EF -own Duties, and be enabled to: inftrud + 


" LS 
a” h 
— > 
A 7 bd 
"xo 
4, EY '3 


F 


F "> 


wy. | . A + 
"CY yes - WS -« 
—__ RT 


hs % = 


S mmAtO- * 
dand - 
to Pray, and to do ; and abſtain from - 
evil ; than to neglett it, and ſuffer the De- +» 
vil to.take them” under his Tuition, and -} 
teach them to Curſe, Swear and Blaſpheme; * 
© _ Bnt*tis like ſome of you may be ſo Wicked: 
© astoſave him this Pain, and teach them to + 
Swear your ſelves,by being a continual ex- 
ju to them, and when you can leave 
nothing elſe to them, leave them your V1 
ces; and as you have brought .them into 
the troubles and cares of this Life ; ſo help 
to bring them to everlaſting Death and 
Deſtruction alſo. You wo think your 
ſelves very Barbarous and Cruel, if you 
. ſhould Cut and Wound your Childrens Bo- . 
\- dies, and yet many of you do that which 
much worſe, you wound their Souls ; for 
every Sin they commit from your -Exam-, 
ples, or through your Neglett in reſtrain- 
ing of them, you give a Wound unto their }. 
Souls. Remember what the Wiſe Man 
fays in this Eaſe, Prov. 22.6. Train up.s . 
| Child in the Way he ſhould go, (919 an | 
12997 e=9y inſtrult a Child ja the ming 
| 'of - 
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| © both. Taperits and Children hap py > 
d atom the Learned and JudiciousE 
Pe Ft rzeh does {0 earneſply preſs. Parents: wr "7 
Ys 1g utmoſiEare : and Skillzin this Reſpect; ASE. 
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ly to beware of Sinningb 5 > 
= ls but to be as Exempla- $ 
in-Goodftelsas DR they carve 
or jf they learn them to Sin by their: own - 
Xan rv their Teptoving of Siem: 15 likely. 
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. to prove itteffeQual : 'and if the old A 
© ina Family are vicious, lewd: w- ame-. 
© * Tek, the young ones, by obſerving. of t,4 
*,* willfoonarrive to the higheſt Pirchof Vice: * 
- and, Shameleſnefs. And if you would bur } 
forthwith ſet about this moſt neceſſary” 
* Work of inſtruAing Four Faggſies, ACCOre 
ing to your belt abilities, int Principles: :* 
of Religion, and endeavour to Tevive thap> | 

\ Cuſtomedf having hol Conferences; 

-- + on Sundays, after you had a littleuſed your*' 
ſelves to 1t, you would find- ſach-Pleafure: 

and Delight in them, that you-would ping 


| *them: ori ogier Days allo, as often as you! þ 
| © could have pportunities: fox them, | and» Þ 
' would” utterly renounce thofe' Vain-ayd®! 
F3 pgs Bablungs: py are now ſo tro 4 
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ing Religion jos making TBI rig ic and 
* cla, raour, and. perverſely 6p rpg one and- 
-ther about it, endeavapr.to heal it 2s uhhap- | 
; py: Bredthes; by making good the PraQtice 
b {5 _ then Mrs = Sy Y 
- The bleffedtemper of thenholyP/4! andbe 
Gs "as glad to gointo. the <ul of the ea} AS 
—egre how generally togo forthof it, when 
__- there, which with m5ngof us is #00 
5 om : Thertſhould our Isghtbreak forth 
at the Morning, and our Health and Peace - 
+ Jpring forth ſpeedily, and .our - Righte- 
| *Ouſneſs {hould go before us, and the'Glory 
= of theLord wau bd be onrRereward;and the . 
| Eturches would:be full, . and rhe Places of. 
b: Carnal Mirth, the End whereof 'is Heavi- 
* © nefs, would Be em pty; -and when we cal- , 
- Je&uponGod, he NG anſwer us in grant- 
$ 10g our requeſts,” and guide us continually, . 
and preſerve.us from all dangers, and we 
* zould.”be like fryittul FE s, which: the 
2. ord has,blefſed:: and inſtqd of. OS; 
: --Poſterit in Confuſion and *Perplexi 
2 "7 oint 0 Religion, teave them 4 true Sc 4 
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ations, which they hike are- hs -T g W 

|. Way; but do they put that: DoQrine,whic þ 

* they hear there, ſo;tar as it4s agrecabKs 0 * Þ 

' "Fe Wordgf God,:in PraQice, and are Zea. Þ 

is Of gO0 Whrks i ? If they arent, —_ 


:* Fand'them' imlittle ſtead, Fhat they are;of | 

. Keha Churchor Congregation. They myft ; 
| Have the fear of God and works of Righte?. | 
b- --ontſueſs always with them ; and then 


need nor fear being accepted of God, 'he 
| + they of whar Church-or Narton: they wi 
Wy 4 io. 34,35. Of a truth Tj {reve rh that: 
\ God is no 164 Perſons : Bat 71 very. 
| . IVation, he that fears him; and works right : 
oufrefs, 55 acceptedewith him:- But. as\ ofie+ 1 
y think himſelf beyger.;than. ah. 
tn becauſesheis richer and areatet; 1 
e may think+himſ.1f more 4n the Fayo W--3 
# Heaven, boſe hej Joyns with hn” ah 
1ayge*..; 


8 k's: God ranks 
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| er, for'a Man not to know the Wo * 
- h; 'if he walks not in it, ' but lives as. 
' bad 49 1 ife, or worſe, than ofe.that have. 1h. 
bt no-knowleds &ofit; for the'more a+Man -- 
* knows, if he 2 not\do accyrding to. his _ 
| knowledge the greater ſhall be his Puniſh- 
. ment, 'Luke/12;" 47. And certainly if we 
| that areundey the Goſpel-Diſpenſgtion,com- - 
mit thaſfame Sins that Heathens and Infi-.. 


dels do,we muſt exfie& to'bg puniſhed: more. 
Le fevercly than they are ; forge do t Know- 
ingly, but they for want of, @nowledge; 

| - tor God has been froioully pleaſed"to re- 


veal his Holy Will unto us, but not uato 
hem; -a Mercy to be admired. of us, and 
ac wedged by us, with 10) appoint. 
{ Fulnefs and earneft Prayer to the Almighty 
$ b: Þhs at he would enable tis to walk worthy of 
gandte pleaſed to beſtow the like bleſhing,” 
*-wpon all the miſerable. Inhabitants of the 
uo { Places of the Earth; and diſpel * 
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war's 5 dies wikkeſowen ourln- | 
©, Ferel has indfic'd us to! conferſe with the Tm; | 
» Dann Ht do well to teach themehe U 
-  * oF our Ras, and how to'preſerve their 
©. Souls? and: not to be led thys Gay pitye: =D4 
E: "6 e DeVI's at his. Wall:  - - 'S 
* Bur there are ſo'many Metof} Er ©, 
= Minds.riſen up, that theydo'not Kee t; | 
er this and neceflary Work Wray? iN 
g but make Schiſms and Divifons amnongft | 
XY ;v5' at home; and by broaching of new ( + | 
: ; | 18s, . and di{puting+and} writing: 'I'& -; 


F - proachfully ONE againgſt CC TEISA 
.- ny wavering and unſtedfaſt Perſons; after 

2. they havetried ſeveral Religions, -andare "| 

"be 5 vi 


fatisfiedand uncertain OH ink therigh - 
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Bleſſed” Jefus_xvas CL 
, to teach us "Unity, and: Agree 
, 4 for ks are his Body.» to be torn, throth 
' Intereſt, Prejudice. and Partiality, into i 
==" man Pieces, and bring, a Reproach: upon * 
p our Retigiop, agd be upbraidingly told, by. 
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